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Petrocultures Perth Conference 11-13 November 2024 

‘Contested Energy Futures’ 

 

This conference explores distances, struggles, visions, dynamics, flows, regulations, and resistances 
in the reproduction of petrocultures. The conference provides a platform for voices of the South—from 
Western Australia, the country’s eastern States, the Indian Ocean Rim Region and beyond—to discuss 
energy futures, their problematic pasts, and what inclusive and just trajectories toward transitions to 
renewables may look like. This platform will allow us to merge scholarly contestations of possible and 
desirable energy futures with imaginative interventions from the creative arts, community activists, 
and First Nations’ yarns to prefigure more equitable and liveable energy outlooks. 

Our conference will be held on Whadjuk Noongar Boodja, Aboriginal land for which sovereignty was 
never ceded. We acknowledge Whadhak Noongar people as the owners of this land and recognise 
their strength, continuity, and determination. We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, 
their rich and vibrant culture, and their leadership in ongoing and future contestations. 
 

The conference will be held at the TL Robertson Library (Building 105), in the middle of Curtin’s 
Bentley Campus. All plenary sessions as well as the regional nodes and most workshops will be on 
Level 7, in the Lantern. All other sessions will be on Level 4 in the Learning Spaces 434A and 434B. All 
lunch and tea/coffee breaks will also be on Level 7, in the Glasshouse.  

This is a fragrance-free event. Please refrain from wearing perfumes, colognes, or scented 
oils/lotions for the safety of our community. 

Please refer to the Welcome Pack on our website for campus orientation, or navigate to the Robertson 
Library on MazeMap click here or go here. 

 

https://www.petrocultures2024.com/perth
https://use.mazemap.com/#v=1&campusid=296&zlevel=1&center=115.894510,-32.005408&zoom=18
https://s38508.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/08/curtin-campus-map.pdf
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8:30

9:00

10:50

Workshops 1 (Lantern) 

Climate imaginaries - 

decolonial and embodied

Chair: Alev Sorman

Paper Session 1 (434A)

Petrofiction/petropoetry

Chair: Anya Kuteleva

Paper Session 2 (434B)

Capitaloscenes, violence, and 

resistance

Chair: Guy Jackson

P1 Luke Nolan: “Plotting Against Oil”: 

Reading the petrofictions of North 

America and Western Africa (30min) 

P5 Alexander Davis: Green energy from a 

conflict zone? The International Political 

Ecology of dams in Arunachal Pradesh 

(30min) 

P2 Claire Ravenscroft: The 

lumpenproletariat and the highway in 

Yamashita’s Tropic of Orange (30min) 

P6 Sophie Hartley: Movement monitor: 

Mapping resistance to Australian 

petrocultures through the Australian 

climate movement (30min) 

P3 Connor Weightman: “Everywhere and 

obvious”: Looking for oil’s affective cringe 

(30min)

P7 Naish Gawen: Capital accumulation 

and territorial control at the Tangguh 

LNG facility in West Papua (30min)

P4 Nan Song: ‘A Cursed Bless’ or ‘A Blessed 

Curse’: Waste recycling and energy futures 

in contemporary speculative fiction 

(30min) 

P8 Sakshi Sakshi: The settler state, the 

capital, and the holy fossil  (30min) 

Workshops 2 (Lantern)

Climate craftism

Chair: Blanche Verlie

Paper Session 3 (434A)

Regional energy worlds

Chair: Sandra Wooltorton

Panel Session 1 (434B)

Speculative storytelling and 

everyday energy security

Chair: Tom Rivard

P9 Ilya Kalinin: Symbolic exchange and oil 

(hydrocarbon history of the USSR/Russia in 

the 20th-21st centuries) (30min) 

P10 Naomi Hanakata: Productive 

landscapes in transition: Renewable 

energy expansion in Lombok, Indonesia 

(30min) 

P11 Nils Hay: Power surge or power 

struggle: Regional impacts of the energy 

transition at scale (30min) 

P12 Shazia Imam: Just transitions and 

public goods: Coal mine closures in Saunda, 

Jharkhand (30min) 

16:30

11:15 – 13:15

WS2 Blanche Verlie: Tempered: 

Affective politics in the climate 

crisis (60min)

13:15 – 14:15
Lunch (Glasshouse) 

Book launch Eve Mayes & Natasha Abhayawickrama (Lantern)

Conference drawing Perdita Philips & Annette Nykiel: Everything (after oil) (Glasshouse)

The Social License Watchdogs invoices- pvi collective (Glasshouse)

WS1 Justine Kohleal: Mobilizing the 

FluxKit for energy transition: 

Research-creation in times of 

polycrises (60min) 

Morning tea (Glasshouse)

DAY 1 — MONDAY 11 November 2024

Registration (Level 7) 

Welcome to Country by Marie Taylor, Elder in Residence, Wetlands Centre, Walliabup/Bibra Lake 

Welcome - Petra Tschakert and Peta Ashworth (Lantern)

Keynote 1 Anne Poelina (Lantern)

'Just development on just terms'
9:30 – 10:50

TL Robertson Library

WS4 Natasha Pauli: Collaging hope 

for a new energy future (60min) 

17:00-22:00

Perth City Farm: Welcome reception 17:00-18:00

Keynote 2 Brad Pettitt, Jess Panegyres, and Kelli McCluskey - 

Meri Fatin moderator  'Petrostates, so hot right now'  18:00-19:20

Shared Feast Dinner 19:30-22:00

Transfer to Perth City Farm (transport arranged)

14:15 – 16:15

Panel 2 Kathryn Thorburn, Steve Kinnane, 

and Anna Dwyer: Setting a higher bar for 

the energy transition in the Fitzroy Valley, 

West Kimberley (60min) 

WS3 Sakshi Sakshi, Naish Gawen, 

Guy Jackson, Francis Nona, and 

Aditya Vyas: Guerrilla 

(Un)theorising  — Confluences and 

co-production of plural sovereignty 

for radical climate futures (60min) 

Panel 1 Rachel Watts, Sam Mayne, and 

Rebecca Freeman: What If? Speculative 

storyworlds as scenarios for alternative 

energy ontologies (60min) 
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8:30

10:20

Workshops 3 (Lantern)

Dismantling petro-

normativity
Chair: Clare Ravenscroft

Joint Paper Session 1 (434A)

Decolonial/corporate/kin 

energy epistemes
Chair: Tauel Harper

Joint Paper Session 2 (434B)

Mending climate and energy 

injustices 
Chair: Peta Ashworth

JP1 Sandra Wooltorton, Stewart 

Sutherland, and Anne Poelina: Care for 

Country and it cares for you: Indigenous 

ways of knowing for energy transitions 

(37min) 

JP5 Tavis Potts & team: Measuring just 

transitions in energy cities - A focus on 

Aberdeen, Europe’s ‘oil’ capital (37min) 

JP2 Graeme Gower & Toni Dobinson: 

Anthropogenic impacts of mining on 

Indigenous Peoples in Western Australia: 

Divergent values (37min) 

JP6 Maureen Boyle & team: Examining 

the construction of a new actor network 

and invisible actions in the orchestration 

of consumer energy resources (37min) 

JP3 Kate Fitch & team: Understanding 

Australia’s cultural history of energy 

(37min) 

JP7 Donna Houston & team: Repairing 

places for adaptive futures: Community-

led repair work in climate-affected regions 

(37min)

JP4 Prema Arasu & Paige Maroni: The 

global distribution, life history, and 

taxonomic description of the common 

oceanic plastic bag: 

Plasticus sacculi sp. nov. (37min) 

JP8 Petra Tschakert & Emma-Leigh 

Synnott: Storying energy precarity, 

thermal injustices, and visions for 

commoning coolth in Boorloo/ Perth 

(37min) 

Regional Nodes (Lantern)

Oil and hydrogen futures 

along the Indian Ocean Rim
Chair: Petra Tschakert

Panel Session 2 (434A)

Provocations for change
Chair: Clare Ravenscroft

Paper Session 4 (434B)

Places of extractivism 

undone/redone
Chair: Eve Mayes

P13 Guy Jackson: The physical and 

psychosocial hyper-separation between 

extraction and loss: Insights from 

northern Australia (30min) 

P14 Oscar Metcalfe: Weaving a forever 

economy with and for Martuwarra Fitzroy 

River is undermined by cumulative 

extractive impacts (30min) 

P15 Ria Jago: River-listening as pathway 

to regenerative living (30min) 

P16 Caitlin Maling: FIFO FIFO, It's off to 

the mines we go: FIFO in the poetry of 

John Kinsella (30min) 

16:10-16:50

10:45 – 13:15

WS5 Kylie Wrigley, Emma Heyink, 

Emma-Leigh Synnott, Sarah Davies, 

and Hannah Davies: 

Activist yarning - care-full and just 

practices of resistance (75min) 

*Please refrain from wearing perfumes, 

colognes or scented oils/lotions for the 

safety of our community.

WS6 Georgia Beardman, Eve 

Mayes, Natasha Abhayawickrama, 

Naomi Godden, Lucy Hopkins, 

Trudi Cooper, and Emma Heynik: 

Petro-pedagogy and fossil fuel 

philanthropy in Australian schools: 

Implications for public education 

and meaningful climate action 

(75min) 

TL Robertson Library

DAY 2 — TUESDAY 12 November 2024

Registration (Level 7) 

9:00 – 10:20
Keynote 3 Juan Salazar (Lantern)

'Imaginaries of climate justice to come on and off-Earth'

Morning tea (Glasshouse)

The Social License Watchdogs invoices - pvi collective (Glasshouse)

13:15 – 14:00
Lunch (Glasshouse)

Short film Philips & Nykiel: Macro/Micro/Infra/structures of Collie (on a loop)

14:00-16:00

RN1 Adrian Tiong Chiong Yuh, Goi 

Chai Lee, Ayeni Olumide, and Chua 

Eldon Chung Han (Curtin 

Malaysia): Sustainable energy 

transition: Exploration in the 

context of Malaysia's Green Leap 

and Sarawak's PCDS 2030 (60min) 

Panel 3 Tom Rivard & team: Adaptation: 

Reimaging the post-carbon city (60min) 

RN2 Pon Selvan, Wahidul Biswas, 

and Mahesh Nagaraj (Curtin 

Dubai): UAE’s energy outlook and 

progress towards net zero 

emissions (60min) 

Panel 4 pvi collective (Kelli McCluskey and 

Steve Bull): The Social License Watchdogs 

explained (60min) 

Afternoon tea 

Keynote 4 Chukwumerije Okereke (Lantern) 'Reimagining energy futures: 

Just transitions and transformational climate justice for the Global South' (online from the UK)

16:50 – 18:00
Keynote 5 Vigya Sharman (Lantern)

'Justice and equity in the energy transition: Incompatible assumptions?'
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8:30

10:20

Workshops 4 (Lantern)

Bodily and technoscientific 

imaginaries
Chair: Tavis Potts

Panel Session 3 (434A)

Prefiguring post-petrocultures

Chair: Robert Briggs

Paper Session 5 (434B)

Extraction exposés

Chair: Alexander Davis

P17 Alexander Boyd: Their helicopters no 

longer sing: Scotland's artists in a changing 

petrochemical age (30min) 

P18 Anya Kuteleva: Crude Exhibits: A cross-

cultural analysis of oil museums (30min) 

P19 Giovanni Perolo: 

Representing oil: Cinema of extractions 

and fossil visual culture (30min) 

P20 Paul Ugor: American petro-

imperialism, violent capitaloscenes and 

black eco-poetics (30min) 

Regional Nodes (Lantern)

Equity in energy transitions 

along the Indian Ocean Rim

Chair: Petra Tschakert 

Workshops 5 (434A)

Human/more-than-human 

journeying

Chair: Ria Jago

Paper Session 6 (434B)

Speculative culturing
Chair: Robert Briggs

P21 Sophie Hartley: Speculative carbon 

cultures: Regenerative finance 

and climate action (30min) 

P22  Antje Jacobs: Multispecies energy 

futures: Re-thinking energy through 

speculative design (30min)

P23 Alicia Wheatley: ‘Other Possibles’: 

Methods for embracing transcontextual 

systemic change (30min) 

P24 Duke Dunham: Carbon futures: Spatial 

imaginaries of recarbonization (30min) 

15:35

17:45-18:00

12:45 – 13:45

Closing remarks

16:15 –17:45

Keynote 7 Naomi Godden, Wilman Elders James Khan and Phil Ugle, Stevie Anderson, 

Jayla Parkin, and Kiesha Beasley

'A just transition for Collie that leaves no one behind'

Afternoon tea (Glasshouse)

WS10 Organic, self-made journeying 

outside - led by Ria Jago (60min) 

RN4 Julius Butime, Teddy 

Nalubega, and Gabriel Dinda 

(Strathmore University): Contested 

energy futures in Kenya and beyond 

(60min) 

13:45 – 15:45

Conference drawing Perdita Philips & Annette Nykiel: Everything (after oil) (Glasshouse)

RN3 Gayashika Fernando, Chamila 

Jayasekera, Mayuri R. Wijesinghe, 

Migara Liyanage, and Krishnarajah 

Theverajah (Curtin Colombo): Sri 

Lanka's energy transition: 

Addressing challenges and 

shaping inclusive renewable energy 

futures (60min) 

WS9 Aimee Smith: 

Building bridges: A facilitated 

action-based session (60min) 

Lunch (Glasshouse) 
Short book reading Connor Weightman (Lantern)

DAY 3 — WEDNESDAY 13 November 2024

Registration (Level 7) 

9:00 – 10:20

Keynote 6 Jeremy Walker (Lantern)

'Rehabilitating Rex Connor: Fossil capital, the Dismissal, & the global organisation of climate policy 

obstruction via the Atlas Network'

Morning tea (Glasshouse)

The Social License Watchdogs invoices - pvi collective (Glasshouse)

Panel 5 Alevgui Sorman & team: 

Renewable societies: Energy transitions 

and life after fossil fuels (45min) 

WS7 Aditya Vyas, Jessie Parrish, 

and Keegan Robertson: 

Technoscientific imaginaries on the 

yellow brick road of climate 

change: choose your own 

adventure or presage the 

apocalypse? (60min) 

TL Robertson Library

WS8 Paul Pule: Ecologising 

masculinities in support of truly 

sustainable futures (60min) 

Panel 6 Tayel Harper, Glen Fuller, and Ian 

Buchanan: Embracing the PV/BEV 

Assemblage: The process of moving 

Australian culture toward sustainable 

mobility (75min) 

10:45 – 12:45
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Site Visit - Walliabup Bibra Lake (optional, expenses covered) 

14 November 2024 

Walliabup Bibra Lake is a place that changes lives. A traditional teaching place of the Whadjuk people of the 
Nyungar nation, this significant water source and wetlands 24 km south of Perth support international 
biodiversity and inspire community action and connection.  

Share the continuing Whadjuk Nyungar values by the water with Elder Marie Taylor, hear about passionate 
protests and poetry with Dr Nandi Chinna and learn about new research into water agency, experiences and 
emotional interactions with this precious place with heritage consultant and PhD candidate Gina Pickering. 

If you are still in town on Thursday 14 November, join us for a traditional, freshly cooked Nyungar damper and 
morning tea. Walking shoes, hat, sunscreen, and water are recommended. We will have a bus arranged to take 
us from Curtin University to Walliabup Bibra Lake and back, leaving ~9am and returning by 12pm/12:30pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whadjuk Ballardong Yorga Marie Taylor is a Nyungar community leader and respected cultural authority 
dedicated to educating for change. Marie is committed to increasing knowledge and respect for the Nyungar 
community and its cultural values through reconciliation across metropolitan Perth, Western Australia. Marie 
has developed the Nyungar language curriculum for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students and is well-known 
for her leadership and cultural advice to leading cultural, government and non-government agencies in Western 
Australia. Marie is the Elder in Residence for the Wetlands Centre at Walliabup Bibra Lake and was recognised as 
the 2022 NAIDOC Female Elder of the Year.  

Dr. Nandi Chinna is a research consultant, creative facilitator and poet based in Bunubu and Whadjuk Nyungar 
countries. Nandi received the 2021 Western Australian Premier’s Writing Fellowship for her project Two Rivers: 
First Nations Voices on Rivers and Wetlands, which primacies First Nation voices. Nandi’s poetry publications 
include Swamp; Walking the Wetlands of the Swan Coastal Plain and The Future Keepers, which was shortlisted 
for the Prime Minister’s Literary Award and the Victorian Premier’s Award for Poetry. Nandi was actively involved 
in the protests to protect Walliabup Bibra Lake from development (Roe Highway Extension). 

Gina Pickering is a heritage consultant, curator and content creator who provides expert advice on co-cultural 
projects in Western Australia. Gina was the lead producer for the 10-part podcast series Beyond the Waters: The 
Spirit and Science of Walliabup Bibra Lake (2023), which showcases six seasons, distinctive fauna, flora and 
people who are part of a complex network of relationships connected to a precious body of water. Gina is a PhD 
candidate investigating the agency of water and wetlands in Nyungar Country. She was recently awarded a 2024 
Researcher in Residence position with the State Library of Western Australia to investigate newly digitized audio 
and audiovisual history collections.  
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Art and Activism in the Library’s Glasshouse 

11-13 November 2024 

pvi collective: The Social License Watchdogs Invoices 

In August 2024, Boorloo-based artist group pvi collective launched their provocative intervention artwork ‘the 
social licence watchdogs’ - a fictitious corporate regulator that held the fossil energy sector financially 
accountable for its damage to the planet. Five major carbon polluters; Chevron, BHP, Glencore, Woodside and 
Inpex were issued with giant invoices that accurately calculated their social cost of carbon as their true debt to 
society. Totalling billions of dollars, invoices were hand delivered to corporate foyers by ‘the watchdogs’ with a 21 
day payment deadline and were made available for public viewing at the art gallery of WA [AGWA]. The debt was 
calculated using a very real mathematical equation called ‘the social cost of carbon’ which measures the social 
and environmental impact of one additional metric tonne of CO2 released into the atmosphere in monetary 
terms. Upon failure to settle the debt, the watchdogs ceremoniously shredded and revoked each companies’ 
social licence in in dogged pursuit of climate justice. 

The provocation at the heart of the social licence watchdogs was to project our imagination into a future where 
reparative environmental justice is underway and fossil fuel corporations are wedged between two options; pay 
your debt to society or lose your social standing. These are the invoices. https://watchdog.pvicollective.com/ 

pvi collective are a tactical media art group practicing in Boorloo/Perth known for creating playfully subversive 
performances and public interventions with a social purpose. pvi gamify pathways towards hopeful futures, 
applying a creative – often humorous – response to critical real-world issues and mobilising audiences to be the 
change they want to see. 

 
Perdita Philipps and Annette Nykiel: Conference drawing: Everything (after oil)  

Putting together two tables in the conference space (say 1.5m2), we will provide a treated paper surface with 
keywords to prompt the recording of discussions. The surface will be a combination of a realistic petro-image 
and subtle organic/soil annotations. Markers/pencils will be provided for conference participants to add their 
thoughts and observations. The idea is to have a visual record of collective discussions. 

Dr. Perdita Phillips is an ecological artist based on Wadjak Nyoongar boodja. Notably wide-ranging in form, 
underlying her practice is a general concern with imagining environmental futures. Current explorations centre 
upon geoaesthetics, spectral geologies and the consequences of extraction. In 2023 she was Art on the Move 
artist-in-resident at the Museum of the Goldfields, that included investigating the history of woodlines—their 
manifestations in the archive and traces in the landscape. Publications include Lithic Love for The Architectural 
Review, Follow the water in Living with water (Manchester University Press), Fossil III (the Lost Rocks project), 
and Wingenretnuh (BookMachine). 

Dr. Annette Nykiel is a slow-maker and a fibre/textile artist-researcher with a keen interest in materiality and 
non-human agency of non-urban spaces. Her geoscientist background deeply influences her slow-making 
process, as she attentively observes, gathers, and wanders in the natural surroundings. Nykiel contemplates the 
fragility of soils and the interconnectedness of ecological systems. Working across urban and regional areas, she 
shares her skills as an artsworker, workshop facilitator, art project manager, and occasional academic. Nykiel's 
evolving practice encompasses solo and group exhibitions, residencies, and the artist collective Underfoot. Her 
work is held in public collections in WA and Queensland. 

 

 

 

 

https://watchdog.pvicollective.com/
https://www.architectural-review.com/essays/lithic-love
https://academic.oup.com/manchester-scholarship-online/book/51511/chapter-abstract/418050920
https://www.perditaphillips.com/portfolio/fossil-iii/
https://www.perditaphillips.com/portfolio/wingenretnuh/
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Day 1 – 11 November 2024 

Keynote 1 

Anne Poelina: Just development on just terms 
Notre Dame University and Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council 

Professor Anne Poelina is a Nyikina Warrwa woman from the Kimberley region of Western Australia. She is 
Chair Indigenous Knowledges and Senior Research Fellow at the Nulungu Institute Research University of Notre 
Dame; and is Adjunct Professor at the College of Indigenous Education Futures, Arts & Society, Charles Darwin 
University, Darwin. She is the Murray Darling Basin (MDB) inaugural First Nations appointment to its independent 
Advisory Committee on Social, Economic and Environmental Sciences (2022). She is a member of the Institute 
for Water Futures and a Visiting Fellow at the Water Justice Hub at the Australian National University, Canberra. 
She is also the inaugural Chair of the Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council. 

 
Workshops 1 - Climate imaginaries - decolonial and embodied 

Justine Kohleal: Mobilizing the FluxKit for energy transition: Research-Creation in times of polycrises 
University of Alberta 

Living, working, and conducting research on the ‘oil rich’ lands of Turtle Island (colonially known as Canada)—
where pro-extraction propaganda abounds and climate crises grow more acute with each passing season—
energy transition and climate justice must necessarily be intersectional and decolonial. This panel and 
interactive workshop session will focus on Speculative Energy Futures (SEF), a multi-year (2018-2025), 
interdisciplinary project that has brought together artists, activists, scientists, engineers, social science and 
energy humanities researchers, policy experts, Indigenous legal experts, and Indigenous knowledge keepers 
from across Turtle Island. Together, this team has examined the climate crisis from manifold perspectives, using 
scholarly inquiry, arts-based and creative process, as well as Indigenous spirit and ceremony to bring attention 
to the social and cultural dimensions of a just energy transition. 

Now, as the active research phase of the project ends, the afterlife of SEF will continue as the FluxKit for Energy 
Transition (2024), a mobile, research-creation ‘tool kit’ and set of calls to action that uses art to inform climate 
justice now and into the future. Kohleal will first theoretically and methodologically contextualize the FluxKit, 
which has been designed for use in art, educational, policy, and community action spaces, before activating 
various aspects of the kit for conference goers. Having the FluxKit onsite will not only enable the presenter to 
explore how art can be used to break down barriers regarding decolonial and socially just climate transitions, it 
will also prompt attendees to imagine how the FluxKit might be conceptually adapted to their own spheres of 
influence. The workshop thus highlights the role creative practices play in developing climate imaginaries that 
lay beyond our technobureaucratic fantasies and will generate dialogue across deeply entrenched divides born 
of the overlay of petroculture on stolen Indigenous lands. 

Justine Kohleal is a PhD Student in the History of Art, Design, and Visual Culture in the Faculty of Arts. She is 
also an independent curator, which informs her PhD research on former energy plants transformed into 
contemporary art spaces, and their continued entanglements with colonial, extractive, and neoliberal systems. 
She has curated solo exhibitions by national and international artists, including Ellen Bleiwas and Emily DiCarlo, 
Beth Stuart, Thomas J Price, Howie Tsui, Sasha Huber, and Omar Ba, and she has written for Esse arts + 
opinions, Prefix Photo Magazine, and ESPACE art actuel. 

 
Blanche Verlie: Tempered: Affective politics in the climate crisis 
University of Sydney 

The worst thing I would impose on any child, is needless anxiety. We’re taking action on climate change. We are 
meeting our targets. And young children growing up in Australia should feel great about Australia’s future. I do… 
They will not only have a wonderful country and pristine environment to live in, but they’ll also have an economy 
they can live in as well (Prime Minister Scott Morrison, 24/09/2019). 

Temper: To control moods; to subject to alternating regimes of hot and cold in order to harden, soften, appease 
or make resilient. From Latin temperare "observe proper measure, be moderate, mix in due proportion, restrain 
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oneself, regulate, rule, govern, manage." In turn, from Latin tempus, “time, season,” with a notion of "proper time 
or season." 

This session will propose the notion of becoming tempered as a conceptual tool to analyse the ways that climate 
distress is being governed by fossil fuelled regimes. That is, how our tempers are being tempered in the climate 
emergency. We will explore the ways we are all – differently – becoming tempered. We will focus on how the 
various manifestations of temper (as seasonality/climate, heat/energy, mood/affect and control/power) flow 
between and re-compose individuals, societies and ecologies. For example, we will ask: who feels outraged by 
climate catastrophe and whose outrage gets validated, and whose is dismissed? In what ways does chronic heat 
stress curate compliance, and when does it catalyse civil disobedience? What are the mechanisms through 
which fossil fuelled elites manufacture acquiescence to their expanding infrastructures of energy/power? Can 
embodied activisms such as hunger strikes speak truth to power, and if so, what conditions are required for this 
to be effective? How are dominant imaginaries of time leveraged to activate or restrain democratic climate 
action? This session is composed of two parts: a 15min theoretical overview and introduction of the activity, 
followed by an interactive 45min workshop that will include personal reflection and collective mind-mapping. 

Dr. Blanche Verlie is a Lecturer in Gender and Cultural Studies and a Sydney Horizon Fellow. Blanche’s work 
draws on feminist and more-than- human philosophy to consider the ways climate change is felt, lived and 
imagined in contemporary life. She is the author of Learning to live-with climate change: From anxiety to 
transformation which is available as a free e-book. 

 
Paper Session 1 – Petrofiction/petropoetry 
 
Luke Nolan: “Plotting Against Oil”: Reading the petrofictions of North America and Western Africa 
Taiwan University 

Stephanie Le Menager outlined the need to “plot against oil” in the style of a detective novel in order to carve out 
a point of view in a postmodernised, irrational world. This project aims to analyse the methods through which the 
petrofictions of North America and Western Africa engage with petroculture and whether they seek to plot 
against oil in an attempt to challenge the neoliberal fantasy of autonomy that is based upon the continued 
drilling and burning of oil.  Through an analysis of what fiction offers to discourse on oil and the resources that 
fiction has at its disposal to contribute to the undoing of the fantasy of oil, I hope to show that fiction, despite its 
limitations, offers a divergent viewpoint on oil when contrasted with many works of non-fiction and data-based 
analyses. Through its use of localised narratives, fiction offers an insight into oft-overlooked elements of 
petroculture, elements that can be absent from macro-analyses. Fiction provides a perspective that enables 
authors to refute ‘resource curse’ logic and shines a spotlight on the nexus of oil corporations and governments 
that cooperate together to create our contemporary reality.  

Luke Nolan is a passionate researcher who has received an ‘outstanding paper award’ from Academia Sinica 
(Taiwan) during his period as a PhD student. He is currently a lecturer and PhD candidate at National Taiwan 
University. His PhD thesis deals with topics related to petrofiction and petroculture. He is very interested in the 
potential that fiction has to offer alternative viewpoints on oil in an era defined by climate issues.  

 
Claire Ravenscroft: The lumpenproletariat and the highway in Yamashita’s Tropic of Orange 
Christian University Tokyo 

The Marxist category of the lumpenproletariat has resurged in recent years as an analytic and strategic 
standpoint for anticapitalist struggle. Alternately defined by a “nonrelation” to economic production (Clyde 
Barrow) and, by contrast, as the other side of the proletariat coin (Kathi Weeks), the lumpenproletariat appears 
to speak to neoliberal arrangements of informal and reproductive labor, their racialized and gendered character, 
and waves of unemployment and immiseration. This paper contributes to recent interest in this category by 
supplying a petrocultural perspective. I do so by turning to Karen Tei Yamashita’s Tropic of Orange (1997), a novel 
that parses both the fossil-fueled character of neoliberalism and the political position of surplus populations 
under this mode of accumulation. 

Yamashita’s novel is anchored in two highway plots: an encampment on the 110 by Los Angeles’s unhoused 
community and the mass migration of non-U.S.-born workers across the southern border. In my reading, the 
novel parallels and imbricates these lumpen- and proletarian plots, respectively, and their political aspirations, 
coordinating seven protagonist-narrators and their varied class and subject positions. I argue that the cognitive 
map achieved by this form suggests that fossil-fueled infrastructures and commodities are key to neoliberal 
accumulation and, crucially, help to both produce and contain its contradictions regarding active and reserve 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taylorfrancis.com%2Fbooks%2Foa-mono%2F10.4324%2F9780367441265%2Flearning-live-climate-change-blanche-verlie&data=05%7C02%7Cpetra.tschakert%40curtin.edu.au%7Cc85908be57244507688b08dc5423b076%7C5a740cd757684d09ae13f706b09fa22c%7C0%7C0%7C638477759467907736%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MqpRbYNsZ3Zu%2BPVPZ8gHoVtHBI9U5U62Pw%2FWYo2Mzzc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taylorfrancis.com%2Fbooks%2Foa-mono%2F10.4324%2F9780367441265%2Flearning-live-climate-change-blanche-verlie&data=05%7C02%7Cpetra.tschakert%40curtin.edu.au%7Cc85908be57244507688b08dc5423b076%7C5a740cd757684d09ae13f706b09fa22c%7C0%7C0%7C638477759467907736%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MqpRbYNsZ3Zu%2BPVPZ8gHoVtHBI9U5U62Pw%2FWYo2Mzzc%3D&reserved=0
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labor. This analysis enriches scholarship concerning the centrality of petroleum to transnational production and 
privatized reproduction under neoliberalism. More, it points to limits for anticapitalist and energy justice struggle 
alike when conducted by either the proletariat or lumpenproletariat without the other. 

Dr. Claire Ravenscroft is Assistant Professor of American Literature and American Studies. Her book 
project, Fossil Capitalist Realism: Contemporary Fiction and Climate Inaction, examines novels from the 
carbon-intensive Global North to understand the socio-cultural and political-economic dimensions of climate 
inaction amid widespread acceptance of global warming. She earned her Ph.D. from Duke University in 2020. 

 
Connor Weightman: “Everywhere and obvious”: Looking for oil’s affective cringe 
Charles Sturt University 

Between 2018 and 2022 I worked on a creative doctorate wherein I composed some long poems (and a few 
shorter ones) about living in petromodernity. For this presentation, I would like to return to the original thought 
that sparked that project (something which arrived while working at cafes in Perth’s CBD in the 2010s and serving 
a lot of coffees to people who worked in oil and gas), which is along the lines of: “Why is talking about oil so 
cringe?” As Amitav Ghosh intuited in 1992, complicity in the oil-capitalist world system may be one reason why 
literary authors (Global North in particular) have not overwhelmingly been inclined to write books addressing, in 
some sense, the oil problem. But does complicity fully explain this embarrassment? Or can we also locate 
something in particular language use associated, variously, with discussing, working in, or protesting oil – e.g. 
technical, polemical, didactic – that has made it feel out of place in both conversation and literature, and which 
produces an affective response that may make us want to turn away? 

This paper will consider the nature of communication about oil, both in creative and non-creative fields, against 
cultural and critical paradigms (contemporary and of the 2010s) to investigate whether and to what extent oil 
discourses have – or had – a “cringe” factor that may have contributed to what the Petrocultures Working Group 
have termed oil’s “impasse”. 

Dr. Connor Weightman grew up in Boorloo/Perth and currently resides in Naarm/Melbourne. In 2023 he was 
conferred a PhD from Charles Sturt University for a series of poems titled Five Hundred Swimming Pools (also to 
be published by Rabbit Poetry, forthcoming 2024), and an accompanying exegesis titled Oil, Long Poetry, and 
Other Disasters. His poetry has previously been published in Australian literary journals such as Cordite, 
Plumwood Mountain and Westerly. In 2021 his poem “Perpetual Cataclysm Machine” was shortlisted in the 
Newcastle Poetry Prize. 

 
Nan Song: ‘A Cursed Bless’ or ‘A Blessed Curse’: Waste recycling and energy futures in contemporary 
speculative fiction 
University of Lancaster 

The energy transition is central to energy futures, especially in the context of escalating energy and waste crises. 
The discussion of waste-to-energy conversion remains critical for the net zero target in natural science and 
environmental and energy humanities. As energy humanities spawns speculative impulses and critical 
diagnostics (Szeman and Boyer 2017), this paper situates waste recycling and energy futures in Margaret 
Atwood’s The MaddAddam Trilogy (2013). 

This paper argues that the waste ecology in the Trilogy while symbolising the energy crisis in the Anthropocene 
reimagines utopian energy systems in response to the devastating ecological apocalypse. This paper first 
identifies two modes of waste-to-energy movements in the Trilogy, namely the ‘destructive attachment’ 
(LeMenager 2014) to the capitalist petroculture and the ‘agrarian utopianism’. The oil capitalism in the 
‘pleeblands’ encourages the use of human and animal carcasses and refinement of ‘garboil’ to alleviate the 
waste problem and generate energy. On the other hand, the scavenging movement and agricultural production in 
the Garden utilises dead bodies and faeces to recycle waste and provide energy. This paper argues that both 
waste-to-energy campaigns imply the existential crisis for human and non-human species and the violence of 
waste recycling in the energy transition. Subsequently, through the exploration of waste reuse by the humanoid 
Crakers, this paper concludes by proposing a waste-to-energy transformation that indicates a complete reversal 
of energy civilisation and an alternative energy future. 

Nan Song, an AHRC-NWCDTP funded Ph.D. student in English Literature. My Ph.D. project, titled ‘Reframing 
Waste: Imagining Apocalyptic Waste Disposal in Contemporary Speculative Fiction’, explores how speculative 
fiction combines waste with capitalist crises in the Anthropocene, while investigating intersections and tensions 
among the fields of speculative fiction, waste studies and ecocriticism. My research interests include waste 
studies, speculative fiction, ecocriticism, environmental humanities, energy humanities, and the Anthropocene. 
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Paper Session 2 – Capitaloscenes, violence, and resistance 

Alexander Davis: Green energy from a conflict zone? The International Political Ecology of dams in 
Arunachal Pradesh 
University of Western Australia 

This paper looks at plans for mega-dams in contested region of Arunachal Pradesh (India). This Indian state is 
claimed by the People’s Republic of China as ‘South Tibet’. Both India and China are planning several large 
hydropower projects either side of the Line of Actual Control (the de-facto international border in the region). 
Moreover, the development of these dams is being facilitated by the UN-backed ‘Clean Development 
Mechanism’ and the global rush to decarbonize under the UNFCCC process. These factors have encouraged and 
funded large dam projects in the Global South as part of the global green energy transition. However, these 
projects raise questions about both the militarization of green energy and social justice in the India-China 
borderlands.  

This paper examines these questions through an international political ecology approach, examining both their 
geopolitical meanings and their ecological and social impacts. It looks at India’s Upper Siang Hydropower 
Project, on the main channel of the Brahmaputra-Yarlung Tsangpo, and the Demwe Lower Hydroelectric Project 
on the Lohit River (a transboundary Brahmaputra tributary). Each of these projects have been partially motivated 
by border disputes and militarization, as well as a desire to generate ‘green’ energy. The paper draws on news 
reports, environmental impact assessments and political and policy discourse, with fieldwork to take place in 
December 2024.  

Dr Alexander E. Davis is a Senior Lecturer in International Relations in Political Science and International 
Relations. He has a PhD from the University of Adelaide, and he is the author of three monographs looking at 
international relations in South Asia from green and postcolonial perspective, most recently The Geopolitics of 
Melting Mountains: An International Political Ecology of the Himalaya (Palgrave, 2023).  

 
Sophie Hartley: Movement Monitor: Mapping resistance to Australian petrocultures through the Australian 
climate movement 
RMIT/Commons Social Change Library 

Our energy systems are the products of deeply rooted cultural practices, values and norms. In this way, 
normative petrocultures are reproduced and upheld through institutions such as governments, economies, 
media and civil society. There is increasing awareness of the role that vested interests, such as the fossil fuel 
industry, play in perpetuating these norms and holding back effective climate action (Stoddard et al. 2021). 
Scholars have also looked at the ways that particular configurations of energy systems, from coal mining to oil 
production, can create vastly different opportunities for protest and social change (Mitchell 2011). In the face of 
barriers, understanding how climate activists are attempting to intervene in these contexts, and their collective 
impact, is vitally important.  

The paper introduces the Movement Monitor (https://movementmonitor.org), a first-of-its-kind research project 
using a mixed-methods approach to map the Australian climate movement  Movement Monitor gathers and 
analyses a diverse range of data sources to measure the impact of the Australian climate movement against a 
number of established social movement impact measures. The project looks at factors such as the size, 
activities, diversity, media reach and political power of climate activism in Australia to provide an annual 
snapshot of the movement. Drawing on the findings from this project, this paper explores the ways in which 
Australian climate activists are intervening in, disrupting and transforming normative petrocultures and 
ultimately defining new energy futures within the Australian context.   

Sophie Hartley is a researcher at the Commons Social Change Library, where she works on the Movement 
Monitor project, helping to measure the impact of the Australian climate movement. In addition to this Sophie is 
a PhD candidate in the School of Media and Communication, RMIT University, having submitted her PhD for 
examination in April 2024. She is a PhD member of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Automated Decision-Making 
and Society, and the Digital Ethnography Research Centre (RMIT). Sophie’s research explores climate activism, 
with a particular focus on how climate activists intervene in environments that are increasingly influenced by 
automated technologies. With a professional background as a community organiser in human rights and social 
inclusion organisations, Sophie’s research interests include social movement studies, cultural studies, climate 
activism, human rights, posthumanist theory and digital politics.  

 
 

https://movementmonitor.org/
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Naish Gawen: Capital accumulation and territorial control at the Tangguh LNG facility in West Papua 
Environment Centre of the Northern Territory and Australian National University 

Multinational petroleum company British Petroleum’s (BP) offshore gas project Tangguh LNG (Liquid Natural 
Gas) is the single largest resource project in the Indonesian-occupied West Papua province. Despite the 
Indonesian state’s turbulent and often hostile relationship to foreign petroleum companies, a decades-long 
alliance has emerged with BP that has facilitated the development of Tangguh LNG and protected BP’s assets 
from a wave of nationalisations that befell other major resource projects. In this paper, I argue that this alliance 
between the state and the multinational has emerged due to the compatibility of Indonesia’s territorial ambitions 
in West Papua with BP’s drive to expand its circuit of capital accumulation.  I trace how West Papua was over 
decades violently integrated into a world market for oil and gas extraction, production, and export. Revenue from 
Tangguh LNG has played a key role in consolidating the administrative control of various sub-national branches 
of the Indonesian state over the life, livelihoods, and land of West Papuan people. The case of West Papua, as an 
example of a self-determination struggle against a previously colonised state, provides important nuance to the 
growing body of research examining the way conditions for capital accumulation in the oil and gas industry are 
secured by the dynamic interaction of states and companies.  

Naish Gawen is the Policy and Research Lead at the Environment Centre of the Northern Territory, working on 
the campaign to stop the expansion of the fossil fuel industry in the NT. He is an active member of the No New 
Gas Coalition NT. He is also completing postgraduate study at the Australian National University and has 
research interests in the political economy and geography of resource extraction in Australia and Indonesia.  

 
Sakshi: The Settler State, the Capital and the Holy Fossil 
Newcastle University, UK 

While the Anthropocene as a geological time has been troubled and subjected to epistemic dismissal, the 
political framing of the capitalocene as a capital-driven system of power governing and reproducing life (Moore 
2017) has endured within the climate change and climate futures discourse. Places engender particularities of 
capitalocene. Hence, one can vividly evidence the frictions and coalescing of place, power, and capital in the 
move for ‘green transformations’. Australia, especially Western Australia, constitutes a clear case where material 
fossil infrastructures and ongoing settler colonialism are portrayed as either invisible or innocuous or even 
irrelevant in the collective struggle to avert planetary crises. This paper analyses how the politics of energy 
transformation and climate change are deeply embedded in the libidinal economies within liberal settler states, 
where the increased desirability of alternatives continues to keep the said desire tied to the historical post of 
expropriation and accumulation. The arguments use multiple scales, where the local is as important as the 
national approaches to energy and, consequently, climate justice. The analysis weds Marxian analytical 
framework of primitive accumulation with a critical dissection of settler environmental philosophies, such as 
Elizabeth Povinelli’s ancestral catastrophe (Povinelli 2021), to explore the continuing catastrophe—ranging from 
Jukkan Gorge to promises of green hydrogen. By contesting time, language and perceptions of climate 
catastrophe, this paper argues for a grounded understanding of planetary injustice, where a spatially and 
temporally fluid, transdisciplinary understanding of power and capitalism is needed to address the magnitude of 
climate change. 

Dr. Sakshi is a Lecturer in Law and Social Justice at the Newcastle Law School. She has a PhD from the 
University of Cambridge. Her research areas include comparative environmental law, constitutional law, Marxist 
legal theory, sovereignties, and jurisprudence. Sakshi's research is transdisciplinary with a deep situatedness in 
law. She is currently working on her new project, Plural Sovereignties and the Emergence of New Legalities.  

 
Book Launch  
 
Planetary Justice - Stories and Studies of Action, Resistance and Solidarity (Edited by Michele Lobo, Eve 
Mayes and Laura Bedford; Bristol University Press)  
 

Anne Poelina, Bill Webb, Sandra Wooltorton, and Naomi Godden: Chapter 2: Waking up the Snake: Ancient 
Wisdom for Regeneration  

Natasha Abhayawickrama, Dani Villafana, and Eve Mayes: Chapter 12: White Audacity and Student Climate 
Justice Activism  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbristoluniversitypressdigital.com%2Fedcollchap-oa%2Fbook%2F9781529235319%2Fch002.xml&data=05%7C02%7Cpetra.tschakert%40curtin.edu.au%7Cd7e5732ec4364b9ecbd908dccb37b43c%7C5a740cd757684d09ae13f706b09fa22c%7C0%7C0%7C638608687330003822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Y%2FZplZWvJ2oBZCICP7vXtvYiAQduQ4FU1r5CEhC5zI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbristoluniversitypressdigital.com%2Fedcollchap-oa%2Fbook%2F9781529235319%2Fch002.xml&data=05%7C02%7Cpetra.tschakert%40curtin.edu.au%7Cd7e5732ec4364b9ecbd908dccb37b43c%7C5a740cd757684d09ae13f706b09fa22c%7C0%7C0%7C638608687330003822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Y%2FZplZWvJ2oBZCICP7vXtvYiAQduQ4FU1r5CEhC5zI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbristoluniversitypressdigital.com%2Fedcollchap-oa%2Fbook%2F9781529235319%2Fch012.xml&data=05%7C02%7Cpetra.tschakert%40curtin.edu.au%7Cd7e5732ec4364b9ecbd908dccb37b43c%7C5a740cd757684d09ae13f706b09fa22c%7C0%7C0%7C638608687330010034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DDW07Pfc5YABJcZ2CsIuQYYQ2O81odYcZpJyFM0habw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbristoluniversitypressdigital.com%2Fedcollchap-oa%2Fbook%2F9781529235319%2Fch012.xml&data=05%7C02%7Cpetra.tschakert%40curtin.edu.au%7Cd7e5732ec4364b9ecbd908dccb37b43c%7C5a740cd757684d09ae13f706b09fa22c%7C0%7C0%7C638608687330010034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DDW07Pfc5YABJcZ2CsIuQYYQ2O81odYcZpJyFM0habw%3D&reserved=0
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Workshops 2 – Climate craftism 
 
Sakshi: Guerrilla (Un)theorising - Confluences and co-production of plural sovereignty for radical climate 
futures: How does one claim a place at the table and make it work? 
Newcastle University, Environment Centre of the Northern Territory, Carumba Institute, Northumbria University, 
and University of Canberra 

This session delves into the contradictions of existing, valuing, imagining and resisting within settler and 
extractive capitalism. In a Marxian sense, the theory of value governs human and nonhuman forms in certain 
restrictive ways. Further, it also determines how we witness and define life and non-life within self-imposed 
spatial and temporal limits. Beyond the labour-resource polarity of Marxist valuation, settler colonialism more 
broadly imposes its own valuation, devaluation and meanings on the environment, individuals and society. How 
and why do we theorise the constant subjecting of nature and people to these diverse regimes of valuation? How 
do radical climate futures and resistance to extractivism benefit from understanding the realities of multiple 
modes of being and existing? Where does being aware of coloniality, inequality and exclusion but doing nothing 
about it leave us, and how do we progress from here? These are some of the questions that ought to be 
encountered and answered with a certain degree of immediacy. 

While it is possible to consider these questions as if they were a matter of global socio-legal order, this panel 
looks at Australia especially to overcome the limitations of theory—what is to be done? From Wave Hill walk-off 
to a more recent referendum, Australia has a rich history of social, political and legal events that were promising 
but, in the end, subsumed by inadequacies of moral and ethical force needed to propel any society towards 
transformative and radical newness. The swathes of theorisation that populate the settler colony today do not 
adequately explain the contradictions that exist between the people and the very infrastructure of vampiric 
capitalism and colonialism that corrode from within and control from without.  

Whilst we will be a mix of academics and non-academics, it will equally delve into seemingly academic themes 
(for instance, what is theory or do we need theory to conjure up a different climate future). Through answering 
the following questions, amongst others, we will aim to actively explore means of building alternatives. These 
alternatives are envisaged not through refurbishing individual responsibility but through complete economic 
reorganisation familiar to state sovereignties:  

1. What is labour and working class in Australia today? 
2. What constitutes solidarity in a situation where economic necessities make eliminating extractive 

capitalism impossible? 
3. What is knowledge when everybody is turning their backs on it? 
4. What is the fate of state and Indigenous sovereignty in a burning world?  

In the predictable chaos, one endeavours to look for a range of voices, explanations, and meanings that are 
capable of diagnosing the state of a languid settler colony and its reluctance to make room for even the bare 
minimum revolutionary reimagining of socio-political and legal order. The session is open to all forms of 
intervention, including but not limited to textual, visual and other forms of provocations.   

Dr. Sakshi is a Lecturer in Law and Social Justice at the Newcastle Law School. She has a PhD from the 
University of Cambridge. Her research areas include comparative environmental law, constitutional law, Marxist 
legal theory, sovereignties, and jurisprudence. Sakshi's research is transdisciplinary with a deep situatedness in 
law. She is currently working on her new project, Plural Sovereignties and the Emergence of New Legalities.  

Naish Gawen is the Policy and Research Lead at the Environment Centre of the Northern Territory, working on 
the campaign to stop the expansion of the fossil fuel industry in the NT. He is an active member of the No New 
Gas Coalition NT. He is also completing postgraduate study at the Australian National University and has 
research interests in the political economy and geography of resource extraction in Australia and Indonesia.  

Dr. Francis Nona is a Lecturer at the Chancellery Division, Indigenous Strategy at the Carumba Institute. 
Previously, he worked as a lecturer at the School of Public Health at the University of Queensland and as Clinic 
Manager and Acting CEO in an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Controlled Health Organisation 
in regional Queensland. He is a registered nurse and has worked in youth detention centres, rural hospitals, 
rehabilitation, and aged care settings. Francis is a proud Torres Strait Islander man from Badu Island. 

Dr. Guy Jackson is a Vice Chancellor’s Fellow at the Department of Social Sciences. His research interests cover 
the broad domain of human-environmental relations by examining social, cultural, and political impacts of and 
responses to disasters, climate change, and environmental change. He has undertaken ethnographic research in 
Australia, Papua New Guinea, and Vanuatu and soon on Whiteness, power, and climate change in the UK. 
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Dr. Aditya Vyas is a public health physician and Deputy Director of the Healthy Environments and Lives (HEAL) 
Global Research Centre. Adi has worked across multiple health systems in Australia and the Western Pacific as a 
consultant to the World Health Organization on climate resilience and environmental sustainability. He brings 
medical and health system expertise while seeking to work across disciplinary perspectives of petrocultures and 
different visions of energy futures – which will benefit health or result in maladaptation in the Anthropocene era. 

 
Natasha Pauli: Collaging hope for a new energy future 
University of Western Australia 

Arts-based approaches to community engagement are becoming more popular and may aid in visualising 
desired futures and in understanding core values and complex concepts. Creative expression can also provide 
benefits for wellbeing and social connection. Artists may use a combination of natural and synthetic materials 
(including materials derived from petrochemicals) in their works, powered by hand and electricity, creating 
tactile, striking visualisations. This workshop presents a brief overview of the potential role of arts-based 
approaches to visualising climate futures, inviting a conversation among attendees on the role of ‘climate 
craftivism’ in highlighting and resisting an emissions-intensive world.  

Following this brief overview, participants will have an opportunity to create a piece of a paper-based collage that 
visualises nascent trends towards a more just, equitable and hopeful world beyond petrocultures, and which 
can be shared with conference attendees. This session promises to be insightful and enjoyable, with ample 
opportunities to connect and socialise. All art materials will be provided. Attendees may wish to bring along a 
small number of digital photographs for inspiration, if there is a specific aspect of the ‘world beyond 
petrocultures’ that you’d like to represent (e.g., the textile by Lorraine Woodruff-Long (2023)). Attendees are 
advised that we will be using art materials such as glue, charcoal, watercolour and permanent marker.  

Dr Natasha Pauli is a Senior Lecturer at UWA School of Agriculture and Environment. A research leader in 
human-environment interactions and biodiversity management, she has a rich background in environmental 
geography, science and policy. Her interdisciplinary research integrates scientific data and local knowledge, 
focusing on the relationships between people and the ecological resources that sustain them. Her work aims to 
demonstrate ways to integrate biodiversity and ecosystem processes into functioning urban, rural, and coastal 
systems, for the benefit of people and nature. 

 
Paper Session 3 – Regional energy worlds  
 
Ilya Kalinin: Symbolic exchange and oil - hydrocarbon history of the USSR/Russia in the 20th-21st centuries 
Humboldt University Berlin 

Oil is not only a commodity circulating on the world market. Its materiality enters into a system of symbolic 
circulation, within which the geological past, condensed in this natural resource, can be exchanged for different 
value guidelines, lifestyles, temporal vectors, political alliances and ideological dominants. This becomes 
especially clear in cases where this exchange occurs between systems of different political economic orders 
and political regimes. In the 1920-1930s, Soviet oil, sold on world markets, was exchanged for technologies and 
machines necessary for modernization and a breakthrough into the future. In the 1960-1980s, it was exchanged 
not so much for technology, but for consumer goods and grain, necessary to ensure a higher standard of living in 
late Soviet society, which began to focus on the bourgeois values of the Western world. At the same time, oil sent 
to the countries of the Eastern Bloc and the Third World ensured the loyalty of the allies and was the material 
carrier of exported socialism. In the 1990s, often falling outside the boundaries of commodity-money exchange, 
oil turned out to be a sought-after element of petrobarter (Douglas Rogers), a pre- and extra-capitalist exchange 
economy, which made it possible to mitigate the deep crisis accompanying the transition to a capitalist market. 
Throughout the 2000s-2020s, the dynamics of symbolic exchanges of Russian oil underwent radical changes - 
from an attempt to integrate into the global market and its Western frame of reference to resource nationalism, 
exchanging oil for military power, geopolitical ambitions and the potential for an increasingly aggressive foreign 
policy. A radical reversal of oil flows and the political and ideological elements that fill it occurred in 2022 after a 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Now this oil, sold to China and India, is not only a resource for continuing the war, 
but also a means of an anti-Western and anti-colonial agenda, proclaimed by the Kremlin.  At the same time, the 
very reversal of these flows motivates the official turn of cultural and political guidelines to the East. My 
presentation will be devoted to the typology and history of these symbolic exchanges, with an emphasis on the 
last stage of this history.              

https://quiltinginthefog.com/the-making-of-youre-getting-warmer-rising-global-temperatures-1850-2022/
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Dr. Ilya Kalinin is a visiting scholar at Bard Berlin as well as at Humboldt University (Berlin, Germany). He got his 
PhD at Saint Petersburg State University (the title of his thesis was ‘Russian Literary Utopia, XVIII-XX Centuries: 
The Philosophy and Poetics of the Genre’ (2002). His recent research focuses on Russian Literature, early Soviet 
intellectual and cultural history, and on the historical and cultural politics of contemporary Russia (post-soviet 
social and cultural transformations; identity politics and politics of history in contemporary Russia). He is editor-
in-chief of the independent intellectual journal Versus. Journal of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  

 
Naomi Hanakata: Productive landscapes in transition: Renewable energy expansion in Lombok, Indonesia 
National University of Singapore 

This paper builds upon the spatial turn in energy studies to explore the interdependent relationship between 
concentrated and extended urban territories through the lens of renewable energies. It looks at space as more 
than a ‘local colour’ but as an instance to investigate larger energy systems, actors, institutions, practices and 
their impact, and as a moment to transgress conceptual binaries of cities/non-cities, urban/rural, Global 
North/Global South, and producers/consumers. 

The paper presents early case study investigations into the implications of utility-scale solar deployment in 
Lombok, Indonesia to discuss the dynamic transformation of agrarian landscapes with the rapid expansion of 
renewable energy deployment in Southeast Asia. Ambitious national agendas and international commitments 
project a further acceleration of this transition tied to the change of energy systems. The paper explores local 
solar infrastructures not just as tool for energy generation, but as a critical moment that introduces new 
socioeconomic practices, flows of material, labour, investment, and knowledge that are impacting local 
ecosystems and livelihoods and enabling new logics of urban expansion. 

Dr. Naomi C. Hanakata is an Assistant Professor for Urban Planning at the College for Design and Engineering. 
She is also Co-Founder and consultant of HANAKATA, a research and planning practice based in Singapore. Her 
work focuses on the research and development of adaptive planning strategies to deal with uncertainties and 
dynamic urban futures in urban development and planning. Addressing challenges of planetary urbanisation, 
decarbonisation, decentralisation of resources and digitalisation in planning practice are central in her work 
towards sustainable and equitable urban futures. She has practiced in Zurich, Tokyo, New York and Singapore as 
planner and consultant. She has taught at Rice University and ETH Zurich and was educated at ETH, Tokyo 
University and LSE, and holds a Ph.D. from ETH Zurich. 

 
Nils Hay: Power surge or power struggle: Regional impacts of the energy transition on the state 
Mid West Development Commission 

The movement of the energy sector towards sustainability underscores the pivotal role of large-scale renewable 
and low-carbon energy projects, especially within regional communities. My research examines the multifaceted 
impacts of these initiatives over time. By exploring the intersection of economic development, social dynamics, 
government policy, and environmental stewardship, I have sought to aggregate the lessons learned from 
countries and regions who have progressed ahead of regional Western Australia in the transition process. A key 
part of this inquiry is the concept of social license, a critical factor for both industry players and government 
bodies embarking on regional energy projects. My research was motivated by the unique position of Western 
Australia's Mid West region where I live and work. This area, endowed with abundant renewable resources and 
an established conventional energy sector, stands at the cusp of significant transformation. The introduction of 
gigawatt-scale projects heralds a new era for the region, bringing with it a host of opportunities and challenges 
for our communities. 

Drawing from international experiences, as part of a Churchill Fellowship undertaken April-June 2024 in the US, 
Scotland, Netherlands and Spain, my presentation examines the long-term impacts of renewable energy 
developments, from construction through sustained operation and potentially to eventual renewal or 
decommissioning. The goal is to identify good practice and lessons learned from regions that have navigated 
similar transitions, informing strategies to maximize benefits and mitigate potential drawbacks in our own. 

Nils Hay is the Chief Executive Officer of the Mid West Development Commission. Raised in North Queensland 
and currently based in Geraldton, Western Australia, he is passionate about regional development and has spent 
the last decade working in senior State and Local Government roles in regional Australia. With the Mid West 
region emerging as a key contributor to Australia’s energy transition, Nils’ work is increasingly focused on the 
intersection between the development of major projects, delivery of infrastructure, and impact on the regional 
communities that hold the resources underpinning this transition. 
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Shazia Imam: Just transitions and public goods: Unraveling socioeconomic impacts of coal mine closures 
in Saunda, Jharkhand  
University of Queensland and Indian Institute of Technology Delhi  

India’s ambitious goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2070 necessitates a fundamental shift away from coal 
dependency. While recent studies have illuminated the substantial socioeconomic ramifications expected 
during this transition, there remains a notable gap in understanding the effects on essential public infrastructure, 
such as healthcare and education. This research focuses on Saunda, a once-vibrant coal-centric census town in 
Jharkhand's Ramgarh district. Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) played a pivotal role in Saunda by providing 
crucial healthcare facilities, operating hospitals and dispensaries, and investing in educational institutions like 
schools and colleges. Moreover, CCL administered essential services such as water supply and electricity with 
minimal state intervention. However, following the closure of mines, Saunda is dwindling into a ghost town. 
Hospitals and dispensaries have shut down, educational investments plummeted, and basic services like water 
and electricity have drastically reduced.  

Using the Hybrid Provision Framework, this study scrutinizes the roles of both CCL and the state in delivering 
public goods. It investigates the dynamics between these entities and the impact of mine closures on service 
delivery. Through semi-structured interviews and focus groups with stakeholders, the study unveils that the state 
has shown limited involvement, often relying on coal companies like CCL for service provision in their 
operational areas. CCL, in turn, assumes a quasi-state role but withdraws from these regions upon mine 
closures, severely impacting service quality and often leading to their complete cessation. This research 
underscores the indispensable role of public services in transitioning away from coal and stresses the imperative 
of integrating them into comprehensive just transition strategies. The findings offer vital insights for policy 
formulation and planning sustainable transitions in coal-dependent regions.  

Shazia Imam, a Ph.D. student and deeply immersed in studying the socioeconomic implications of transitioning 
away from coal in India and Australia. Currently based in Brisbane, I am fortunate to collaborate with Dr. Vigya 
Sharma, exploring the multifaceted dynamics of this transition. With a solid foundation in economics, backed by 
both bachelor's and master's degrees, my research zooms in on rural coal communities. Specifically, I 
investigate how these transitions impact their access to public goods and services, as well as their journey 
towards economic diversification. Through my work, I strive to contribute meaningful insights to the ongoing 
discourse surrounding sustainable development and energy transition strategies.  

 
Panel Session 1 – Speculative storytelling and everyday energy (in)security 
 
Rachel Watts, Sam Mayne, and Rebecca Friedman: What if? Speculative storyworlds as scenarios for 
alternative energy ontologies 
University of Western Australia 

Can speculative scenario building contribute as climate research? In their reflection on the role of the arts and 
humanities in meeting 1.5 degrees target, Tyszczuk and Smith (2018) argue for ‘scenarios’ as a stage or rehearsal 
space for diverse and reflexive explorations of ways to think about open-ended futures. In recognition of the ways 
the present energy regime demarcates cultural boundaries and possibilities, this panel explores how speculative 
fiction can contribute to such scenario work, and in doing so make visible present energy ontologies and present 
alternative storyworlds that explore a range of alternative futures. As creative writing researchers, we explore 
scenarios of present and future through the creative work of others and connected to our own practice. From the 
petrohorror of the present, to the rebuilding and remaking of steampunk and the growth through degrowth 
potential of a posthuman future, we position creative practice as climate research through scenario building.  

Rachel Watts asks what plants can teach us about making and using energy? How is the grid different from a 
network, and an ecological system?  Led by Donna Haraway's tentacular thinking and drawing on examples from 
her own creative writing PhD and the work of others, Rachel explores how creative entanglement with the more-
than-human can also offer insight into the ways we think about energy and connectedness. In doing so she 
makes the case for creative scenarios that use a porous, posthuman sensibility to explore energy, consumption, 
isolation and what it means to be cut off or connected in a more than human world.  

Sam Mayne considers the fantastical and monstrous dimensions of extractive regimes that structure our energy 
present, and gestures to Weird and Gothic imaginative modes as means visualising the aspects of these regimes 
that are concealed or obscured in Realist representation. Moreover, by interrogating the alienating and disruptive 
properties of extant horror fiction, as well as her own creative practice, Sam argues for petrogothic and 
petroweird scenario work as a mode of both research and resistance, which works to infect neoliberal structures 
of thinking and being with productive uncertainty.  
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Rebecca Freeman explores the way colonisation is represented in steampunk, with a focus on Australian 
steampunk. Her creative work, set in an alternative Western Australian past, asks the reader to consider how the 
Victorian era and the Industrial Revolution reflect our current and varied relationships with the past and the 
future of industrialisation, energy and the natural environment. Through the lens of the whaling industry and the 
medium of magic realism, she encourages the examination of the ethical use of animals for energy needs, while 
exploring the potential for collaborative scenarios that draw on different knowledge systems, but which are 
based on a desire for a sustainable future.   

Together, the panellists argue that as storytelling creatures, human beings need story-led solutions. Through 
different storytelling modes, this panel hopes to highlight the power of the speculative to inspire, to push 
boundaries and offer new scenarios that expand the world of the possible.  

Rachel Watts is a PhD candidate in creative writing focusing on narrative complexity in ecological and climate 
change fiction. She writes fiction and creative non-fiction, and her work has been published Westerly, Island and 
The Big Issue among others. She lives and works on Whadjuk Noongar Boodja.  

Sam Mayne is a writer and PhD candidate working and living on Wadjuk Noongar Boodja. Her work circulates 
around the capacities of short speculative fiction to counter anthropocentric ways-of-being and ways-of-seeing. 
Her short fiction has appeared in Westerly, Gramarye, and is upcoming in Antipodes.  

Rebecca Freeman is an editor, writer and PhD candidate whose work interrogates environmental ethics and 
politics, ecofeminism and the complexity of the human/nature relationship. Her writing has appeared in 
Overland and various anthologies. She lives in Kinjarling/Albany (Menang country).   

 

Kathryn Thorburn, Steve Kinnane, and Anna Dwyer: Setting a higher bar for the energy transition in the 
Fitzroy Valley, West Kimberley  
Notre Dame University, Nulungu Research Institute 

Our panel will consist of Indigenous and non-Indigenous researchers, as well as Indigenous community 
members from the remote communities of Darlngunaya and Bungardi in the Kimberley, to describe our journey 
towards a more ‘just’ energy transition in practice.  

The Indigenous Climate Change Adaptation in the Kimberley Project (Leonard, S. et al. 2013) indicated climate 
modelling for the Kimberley region of Western Australia predicted a temperature increase of 2 – 2.5°C increase in 
60 years resulting in a greater volume of warmer, hotter days, fewer cooler nights, more intense extreme weather 
events (e.g. floods and cyclones and increase in water-borne diseases). Indigenous communities in the 
Kimberley, as is the case the world over, were found to be disproportionately affected by climate change. In 
2023, the worst flood ever recorded in the Kimberley shut down the entire West Kimberley, wreaking massive 
devastation on the peoples of the town of Fitzroy Crossing. Darlngunaya and Bungardi community residents 
spent much of 2023 and 2024 living in emergency accommodation in Fitzroy Crossing or in interim housing on 
nearby outstations and communities. Families are scheduled to return to their refurbished houses, which have 
been raised to address the very real risk of even greater floods in future, by the end of 2024.  

These families have now experienced climate change in its full force – and observed how that one event has 
altered country in ways that render it barely recognizable to countrymen and women along the Fitzroy River. They 
also know the Kimberley, like much of Northern Australia, is predicted to experience significant increases in 
temperature over the coming decades. While the rubric of the ‘Build Back Better’ Fitzroy Crossing flood recovery 
process will improve the flood resilience of housing stock by raising their height, less attention has focussed on 
the energy needs of the families living in these houses, under conditions of new and extreme heat.  

Research from the Northern Territory has shown that so-called ‘self- disconnection’ from prepaid electricity for 
residents of remote community households (Longden, T. et al. (2022) increases measurably on hotter days. For 
hard-pressed prepay customers temperature has a very real impact on energy security, increasing both energy 
use and the risk of disconnection due to an inability to pay - with the effect of leaving houses too hot to live in.  

In late 2023 our small team initiated a project to investigate how access to solar might improve energy security 
and energy affordability for residents of these 2 flood-effected communities (Darlngunaya and Bungardi). 
Together we are interested in the role that clean energy might play in ’building back better’. Answering this 
question has been no small task. We are in the process of building renewable energy, financial and 
organizational capacity - to develop a proposal for future community energy system that would deliver benefits 
for residents of these 2 communities. In that process we have learnt that this experience is relatively unique in 
the Kimberley; few other communities have undertaken this work themselves. Why? Because it is expensive, it 
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requires ready access to technical, financial, legal and bureaucratic networks and expertise, and it is time 
consuming. The impediments are many and the learning curve is steep.  

Our panel will share the results of phase one of this investigation drawing from renewable energy system 
expertise, framed within financial and funding considerations, community grounded review and analysis, and 
expectations.  

Dr. Kathryn Thorburn has lived and worked in the Kimberley region of North West WA since 2004. She retains a 
focus on issues of power, sovereignty and activism within the Kimberley, and at a national level. She has a long 
professional history of collaborating with Aboriginal people, especially in the West Kimberley, via research 
projects and while being employed by Aboriginal organisations. Her interests include Indigenous policy, its 
impacts on families and communities, economic development opportunities that enable people to flourish and 
to remain on country, and the carbon economy/renewable energy sectors in the Kimberley.  

Associate Professor Steve Kinnane is a Marda Marda from Mirriwoong country in the East Kimberley. Steve has 
been an active researcher and writer for more than 30 years as well as lecturing and working on community 
cultural heritage and development projects. His interests are diverse encompassing Aboriginal history, creative 
documentary (both visual and literary), and tensions surrounding the ideals of sustainability and the 
relationships between individuality, community, country, economy and human development.  

Dr. Anna Dwyer is a Karajarri woman whose country lies 190kms South of Broome in the West Kimberley region 
of Western Australia. Anna's professional background is in Education and Linguistics. She has been a cultural 
educator and Aboriginal researcher with the Nulungu Research Institute for 14 years. She is currently enrolled in 
a Master’s degree by Research through the School of Arts & Sciences at Notre Dame University. As Associate 
Lecturer she has taught in the Indigenous Studies and Diploma of Nursing programs, particularly around the 
Silent History, Relationship to Land and Country, Kinship, Language and Cultural protocols.  

 
Keynote 2 (at Perth City Farm) 

Brad Pettitt, Jessica Panegyres, and Kelli McCluskey (Meri Fatin moderator): Petrostates, so hot right now 

As most of the world applies increasing effort to decarbonisation, Western Australia's emissions continue to rise 
and extractive industries still hold extraordinary power. Our panel will give insight into the petrostate culture and 
economy that, left unchecked, threatens a dire future for all its inhabitants, and asks if redemption remains 
possible. 

Dr. Brad Pettitt is the only Greens Member of Legislative Council (MLC) of the WA State Parliament to which he 
was elected in 2021. Until taking up this role in the Upper House of the State Parliament, Brad was the Mayor of 
the City of Fremantle. He was first elected mayor in 2009 and re-elected in 2013 and 2017. Prior to this Brad was 
the Dean of the School of Sustainability at Murdoch University. His research and teaching expertise included 
climate change, international development policy, and sustainability planning. Brad has also previously worked 
with Oxfam in Cambodia and with the Australian Government Aid Program, AusAID, in Canberra.  

Jessica Panegyres holds first class honours degrees in Law and Political Science from the University of Western 
Australia, and a Masters Degree in Politics and International Relations from the University of Oxford where she 
studied as a Rhodes Scholar. She brings a deep commitment to nature protection and climate justice both of 
which have animated her working life. She has over a decade’s experience working across environmental 
advocacy, law, policy, and education, including campaign roles with Greenpeace and The Wilderness Society. 

Kelli McCluskey is an award-winning artist and co-founder of tactical media art group, pvi collective. Formed in 
1998 pvi create playfully subversive and participatory artworks that creatively disrupt everyday life in public 
spaces. Their work invites direct participation from audiences who are up for the challenge of saving the world 
through creative play and revolutionary fun. Kelli is a passionate advocate for live art and experimental practice 
and it’s continued growth in this country and is always on the lookout for ways to champion experimental art 
forms in Australia. Kelli regularly speaks on panels, symposia and forums and facilitates playfully participatory 
discussions on the critical role of arts in society.  

Meri Fatin is Perth’s marvellous interviewer and panel facilitator, focusing on climate-related events and 
conversations. She is the founder of WA Climate Leaders Inc, a cross-sector network that drives leadership in 
Western Australian business and industry to accelerate emissions reduction and climate action. She is also the 
producer and presenter of the podcast series 'Rare Air with Meri Fatin'. Meri's previous work includes the 
Empathy Museum’s A Mile in My Shoes project for the Perth Festival (nominated for a British Podcasting Award) 
and a series of accident prevention stories for the Paraplegic Benefit Fund. 
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Day 2 – 12 November 2024 

Keynote 3 
 
Juan Salazar: Imaginaries of climate justice to come on and off-Earth 
Western Sydney University 

Prof. Juan Francisco Salazar, born in Santiago, Chile, is an interdisciplinary researcher, author and 
documentary filmmaker whose academic and creative work explore the coupled dynamics of social-ecological 
change and is underpinned by a collaborative ethos across the arts, science and activism. He is an Australian 
Research Council Future Fellow (2020-2024) with a project on critical social studies of outer space that 
continues his decade long cultural research on Antarctica. During this work in Antarctica (2010-2020), he led the 
Antarctic Cities project, with a team of 15 researchers in five countries and co-founded the international 
Antarctic Youth Coalition in 2020. His films and video installations include: Anatomia Monumental (1999), De la 
Tierra a la Pantalla (2004); 33˚South (with Sarah Waterson, 2008); Nightfall on Gaia (2015) and The Bamboo 
Bridge (with Katherine Gibson, 2019) and Cosmographies (2024). He is a member of the editorial board of the 
journals Public Humanities, The Polar Journal, Media+Environment, and Cultural Anthropology.  

 
Workshops 3 – Dismantling petro-normativity 
 
Kylie Wrigley, Emma Heyink, Emma-Leigh Synnott, Sarah Davies, and Hannah Davies: Activist yarning - 
care-full and just practices of resistance 
Edith Cowan University and Climate Justice Union 

PetroCultures are dominated by extractivist, racial capitalist and hetropatriarchal epistemologies and even anti-
fossil fuel climate movements can reproduce systems of domination in ways that marginalise alternative ways of 
knowing and being. In resistance to such logics climate justice activists not only attempt to critique the systems 
of domination but also prefigure alternatives to them. This session will involve a collective reflective yarn, 
facilitated by PhD Candidate Kylie Wrigley whose research involves documenting and developing participatory, 
relational and care-full organising and advocacy strategies in Partnership with the Climate Justice Union of WA. 
The session will centre the lived experiences and prefigurative actions of climate justice advocates living on 
Noongar lands. They will each will share a reflexive account of practices they have used to disrupt petrocultures 
and enact various dimensions of climate justice through their advocacy and activism, for example practices of 
self-determination, collective care, and reciprocity. Participants in attendance will then be invited to contribute 
to the yarn, adding counter (petro)cultural practices of their own and collectively theorising how these might 
form acts of resistance and transformation. The facilitator and advocates leading the session will conclude by 
reflecting on the limitations of the collectively theorised practices and propose opportunities for further care-full 
and just action and research. 

60-minute facilitated yarning – with hybrid participation offering to allow school-aged and disabled activists to 
contribute. This unconferencing format of a yarn draws on fishbowl-style panel and guerrilla theorising. 

Kylie Wrigley is a community organiser and PhD research candidate at ECU’s Centre for People Place and 
Planet. Her research and practice engage intersectional feminist, intersectional and decolonial theories and 
participatory action methodologies. Her current project entails a partnership with the Climate Justice Union and 
aims to document and develop community-led and place-based organising approaches to climate justice in 
Western Australia and she teaches in sustainability at Murdoch University. 

Emma Heyink is an 18-year-old climate and community organiser from Wooditchup Bilya / Margaret River. She 
began organising with school strike for climate in 2021 and is now involved in many aspects of WA's climate 
movement, such as direct action with Disrupt Burrup Hub and local grassroots initiatives for social and climate 
justice. 

Emma-Leigh (Emma) Synnott is a consultant physician in Rehabilitation Medicine who has worked for the last 
decade at the intersections of climate change, climate justice, and health service provision in strategy, policy, 
research, advocacy, and operational capacities across local, state, and National levels. In addition to her clinical 
and leadership roles in the WA health system, she is a Senior Research Fellow at the Monash Sustainable 
Development Institute (MSDI), the WA Chair for Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA), an active member 

https://wilson.fas.harvard.edu/PublicHumanities
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rpol20
https://mediaenviron.org/
https://journal.culanth.org/index.php/ca/index
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of the Climate justice Union (CJU), and involved in the WA Healthy Environment and Lives (HEAL) Research 
Network – an NHMRC research collaborative that seeks to weave diverse knowledges and research together to 
assist in system transformation for a just adaptation to climate change. 

Sarah /Sage Davies (they/them) is many things. In this space they are an illustrator and educator passionate 
about conveying complex ideas and injustices in accessible and approachable ways. They are a disability and 
climate justice advocate and a member of the Climate Justice Union WA who brings lived experience of disability 
and neuro diversity to policy and practice. 

Climate Justice Union is an organisation based on unceded Noongar lands in Western Australia. With over 400 
members and growing, CJU is made up of ordinary people across different lived experiences and sectors who are 
working together “to restore a stable climate, prepare and adapt to climate change impacts, while taking care of 
people and place.” https://climatejusticeunion.org/  

 
Georgia Beardman, Eve Mayes, Natasha Abhayawickrama, Naomi Godden, Lucy Hopkins, Trudi Cooper, 
and Emma Heynik: Petro-pedagogy and fossil fuel philanthropy in Australian schools: Implications for 
public education and meaningful climate action 
Deakin University and Edith Cowan University 

In today’s era of petro-normativity, fossil fuel companies have become an accepted part of the fabric in public 
education in Australia. The presence of fossil fuel companies in Australia is ubiquitous. To visit cities like WA’s 
capital, Perth, is to be reminded of the economic, cultural and political power of fossil fuel companies. Beyond 
Perth, the names of some of the world’s largest fossil fuel emitters can be found on skyscrapers, large 
community event billboards, and even on primary and high school achievement awards all across the country.  

Fossil fuel companies are active philanthropic donors to public education in Australia, as part of the 
machinations of the ‘corporate education reform network’ (Tannock 2020: 478), particularly in remote and 
minoritised school communities. For many decades, fossil fuel companies have invested in the design, 
development, and delivery of WA school-based STEM learning materials that support fossil fuel interests and are 
consistent with neoliberal political values (Beardman et al., forthcoming). This practice has been referred to as 
petro-pedagogy (Eaton and Day, 2020).  

Neo-liberal discourses of public education combined with insufficient funding for education have enabled this 
infiltration of private interests in public education. Philanthropic funding operates differently across various 
communities and can take the form of educational and community grants, as well as gifts including uniforms 
and stationery. These practices have been described as serving to ‘buy’ Social License to Operate (SLO), 
enabling ‘image maintenance’, and establishment of ‘strategic relationships that benefit the fossil fuel industry’ 
(Australasian Centre for Corporate Responsibility [ACCR] 2022: para. 8). These practices may also incentivise 
students to pursue careers in mining, often for students in residualised communities, in a form of educational 
‘tracking’. 

Drawing on the work of climate justice researchers from Edith Cowan and Deakin Universities, this interactive, 
participatory session interrogates the implications of petro-pedagogy in schools and asks the audience to 
consider how fossil fuel corporations reproduce social relations of inequality through education. The session will 
critically examine the implications of the petro-pedagogical discourses that obscure climate change within the 
schooling curriculum. Participants will discuss what it will take for these practices to be disrupted and 
dismantled. Finally, the session will explore how ecopedagogies might offer a way forward, towards ecosocial 
justice and meaningful climate action in schools and beyond. 

Georgia Beardman is a feminist, decolonial eco-social worker living and working on Wardandi Noongar Boodja, 
in southwest Western Australia. A recent graduate of the Bachelor of Social Work (Hons.) degree, she now works 
as a climate justice researcher with ECU’s Centre for People, Place and Planet. Georgia works across multiple 
areas of climate justice research, including transformative policymaking to deliver just transitions, climate 
change and youth mental health, and petro-pedagogy as a barrier to meaningful climate action.  

Dr. Eve Mayes is a Senior Research Fellow in the School of Education at Deakin University, Australia. She is 
currently working on the Australian Research Council (ARC) Discovery Early Career Research Award (DECRA) 
project Striking Voices: Australian school-aged climate students’ justice activism, working with research 
associates Natasha Abhayawickrama, Sophie Chiew, Netta Maiava and Dani Villafaña.  Eve co-convenes the 
activist-scholar Earth Unbound collective with Michele Lobo and Blanche Verlie. She is co-editor of a collection 
of the collective’s work: Planetary Justice: Stories and Studies of Action, Resistance, and Solidarity (eds. Michele 
Lobo, Eve Mayes, Laura Bedford).  

https://climatejusticeunion.org/
https://strikingvoices.deakin.edu.au/
https://earthunboundcollective.wordpress.com/about/
https://bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/planetary-justice
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Natasha Abhayawickrama is an undergraduate university student at the University of New South Wales with 
over five years of experience as a community organiser. Previously as a high school student, she was an 
organiser with School Strike for Climate (Sydney and national organiser). She is currently employed as an 
organiser with the Australian Youth Climate Coalition and as a Research Associate at Deakin University.  

Dr. Naomi Joy Godden is a wadjela (non-Indigenous) woman who was raised and continues to live in Wardandi 
Country in southwest Western Australia. She is an Australian Research Council DECRA Fellow at the Strategic 
Research Centre for People, Place and Planet at ECU in Bunbury, Western Australia. Naomi is an activist 
researcher and collaborates with grassroots communities and organisations to undertake Feminist Participatory 
Action Research for climate justice in the southwest, across Australia, and in the Asia Pacific.  

Lucy Hopkins is a critical childhood studies scholar with an interest in climate justice, childhood subjectivities 
and feminist anticolonial approaches to research. She is interested in ways thinking with the more-than-human 
can transform discourses of childhood and child-planet relations. She is a member of ECU’s Centre for People, 
Place and Planet and a co-facilitator of The Ediths feminist, interdisciplinary research collective. 

Trudi Cooper is an Associate Professor in youth work at Edith Cowan University, Australia, and a Research 
Member of the Centre for People Place and Planet. Her research includes youth work theorisation, youth 
research, sustainable development, ecopedagogy and feminist research. She has received institutional and 
national recognition for teaching, is an Australian Learning and Teaching Fellow and a member of the 
International Federation of National Teaching Fellows. 

Emma Heyink is an 18-year-old climate and community organiser from Wooditchup Bilya / Margaret River. She 
began organising with school strike for climate in 2021 and is now involved in many aspects of WA's climate 
movement, such as direct action with Disrupt Burrup Hub and local grassroots initiatives for social and climate 
justice. 

 
Joint Paper Session 1 – Decolonial/corporate/kin energy epistemes 
 
Sandra Wooltorton, Stewart Sutherland, and Anne Poelina: Care for Country and it cares for you: 
Indigenous ways of knowing for energy transitions 
Notre Dame University and Australian National University 

We develop and offer an Indigenous Theory of Change for Energy Transitions. It will use published Indigenous 
sources and will convey ideas of wealth from a place-based regenerative perspective. In a nutshell, this means 
healthy Country, healthy people. This involves prioritising First Law – the law is in the land. This relational 
worldview recognises places and more-than-human beings as kin and sees people as integral to but not in 
control of places. It celebrates the collaboration of people with the vitality of one’s place – in ways that 
reconnect past, present and futures. This is how life has always been – in Australia and probably the world. 
Indigenous ways of knowing help everyone understand who we are as people. 

The main part of the joint presentation will build upon the Indigenous concept of Past-Presence to conceptualise 
energy futures, which recognises products of oil such as plastics in ways not yet considered from a petro-
cultural standpoint. It will develop the notion of Country – water ways – as inclusive with people who play an 
important role in revitalising places while refreshing connected stories that nurture and care. This leads to a 
fuller notion of wellbeing that builds on the ways of knowing of the past, connects with continuing place-based 
practices and regeneration projects already underway in Australia and the world. The presentation concludes 
with an Indigenous-Informed energy transitions framework. By nature, this excludes some future imaginaries 
derived from petro-cultural thinking that still colonise Indigenous places and personhood.  

Prof. Sandra Wooltorton is a multigenerational Australian of mainly Anglo- Celtic heritage, born and raised in 
Noongar Country, southwest Western Australia and living much of her life in the Kimberley. She is a Professor 
and Senior Research Fellow at Nulungu Research Institute, the University of Notre Dame Australia, and has 
published substantial interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research across fields such as sustainability 
education, research for social change, Aboriginal education, environmental philosophy, and cultural geography. 
She leads research that applies transitions discourses and collaborates on an Australian Research Council - 
funded research project entitled Intergenerational Cultural Transfer of Indigenous Knowledges. 

Dr. Stewart Sutherland was born and raised in Wellington NSW the heart of Wiradjuri country. For over 2 
decades he has worked in Indigenous health, in more recent years on identity and mental health particularly 
Social and Emotional Wellbeing – culture and environment. He is an emerging leader in health. His PhD, at the 
Australian National University Canberra, focused on the interplay between reconciliation (apology) and the 
social emotional wellbeing of people forcibly removed from their families. Stewart is working at the ANU School 
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of Medicine as the Senior lecturer of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health, where he is building on work of 
those before him, to ensure that Indigenous health and people are at the core of the curriculum and school. 

Prof. Anne Poelina is a Nyikina Warrwa woman from the Kimberley region of Western Australia. She is Chair 
Indigenous Knowledges and Senior Research Fellow at the Nulungu Institute Research University of Notre Dame; 
and is Adjunct Professor at the College of Indigenous Education Futures, Arts & Society, Charles Darwin 
University, Darwin. She is the Murray Darling Basin (MDB) inaugural First Nations appointment to its independent 
Advisory Committee on Social, Economic and Environmental Sciences (2022). She is a member of the Institute 
for Water Futures and a Visiting Fellow at the Water Justice Hub at the Australian National University, Canberra. 
She is also the inaugural Chair of the Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council. 

 
Graeme Gower and Toni Dobinson: Anthropogenic impacts of mining on Indigenous Peoples in Western 
Australia: Divergent values 
Curtin University  

The Anthropocene epoch is known as the time when the actions of humans began to impact the planet in 
unprecedented ways (Whyte, 2016). This coincided with the advent of colonialism (Davis and Todd, 2017; Lewis 
and Maslin, 2015) and especially settler colonialism. Indigenous Peoples have been impacted by what has been 
called contemporary colonialism (Alfred and Corntassel, 2005; Poelina et al., 2021), new colonialism (Curtis, 
2016) as well as cultural colonialism (Curly & Lister, 2020). This has had implications, not only for their local 
environment, but also for their cultures, languages, health, economies, and political self-determination. The 
discourses of West Australian mining companies trivialise or ignore community and fuse Indigenous futures with 
extractive industries (Curley and Lister, 2020), also failing to recognise the non-human rights of the land and 
post-humanist/new materialist perspectives. 

The auto-ethnographic yarn (knowledge sharing) told in this presentation is the voice of an Aboriginal Yawuru 
man living in Western Australia. Through thematic analysis of his, and other Aboriginal people’s yarns, we reveal 
Indigenous values and beliefs of permanence, community care, and the ensoulment of nature. Alongside this, 
thematic analysis of the scripted narratives of the value statements of two mining companies operating in 
Western Australia uncovers a notion of community care discordant with that of Aboriginal people. The occlusion 
of any traditional, bottom-up understandings of human/non-human relationships in the values statements of the 
mining companies contrast with the way that Indigenous People’s narratives point towards ecological, social and 
economic sustainability in an Anthropocene dystopian future.  

Graeme Gower is an Associate Professor in the School of Education and Project Lead of the On Country Teacher 
Education Training Program. He has been involved in Indigenous education for 43 years and contributed to state 
and national policy development in Indigenous education through membership on state and national advisory 
groups. He has researched in Aboriginal education. Recent research projects include: the effectiveness of On 
Country teacher education programs for AIEOs, Increasing the impact of AIEOs in the classroom, Developing 
effective school - Aboriginal community partnerships/relationships, and the role of cultural competency in 
Aboriginal research & education.  

Prof. Toni Dobinson Discipline Lead in Applied Linguistics, TESOL and Languages in the School of Education. 
She coordinates and teaches the Post Graduate Programmes in this area at the Bentley Campus and at a 
provider institution in Vietnam (SEAMEO RETRAC). She researches in the areas of language teacher education, 
language and identity, language and power, language and social justice, translingual practices/discrimination 
and language in migrant communities and is involved in advocacy for cultural and linguistic inclusivity and the 
decolonisation of multilingual educational spaces. 

 
Kate Fitch & team: Understanding Australia’s cultural history of energy 
Monash University 

The massive scaling up of energy cultures throughout the 20th century is inseparable from the attempt to shape 
the social imaginary concerning the extraction, processing and/or consumption of coal, oil, natural gas, uranium 
and hydro-electricity. The history of public relations has been entwined with the history of energy. We are only 
beginning to understand the role of governments and corporations in creating public consensus to facilitate the 
large-scale transformations of energy that have reshaped human society over the last century. As Cara Daggart 
has shown, the category of “energy” as we now know it was devised in the 1970s to mitigate negative responses 
to the oil crisis. In this paper we outline a method for developing the first understanding of Australia’s cultural 
history of energy. The film, television, photography and other visual media that have been produced as diverse 
forms of promotional culture are at the centre of this project. We briefly outline two examples to illustrate this 
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approach in mid-century Australia. The first addresses the work of Royal Dutch Shell in formulating a nuanced 
media strategy that aligned national identity and corporate interests, primarily through high-cost documentary 
filmmaking. The second example follows the promotional work of the gas industry which undertook a highly 
gendered campaign aimed at increasing domestic consumption through a discourse of “social connectivity.” We 
seek to map the inventive ways in which this “elite media” was deployed to create an episteme of energy.   

Dr. Kate Fitch is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Media, Film and Journalism. Her research foregrounds critical 
and sociocultural understandings of public relations, drawing on historical, feminist and social justice 
perspectives. Her first monograph, Professionalizing Public Relations: History, Gender and Education (Fitch, 
2016) remains the only book-length, historical investigation of the industry in Australia. Her second book, 
Popular Culture and Social Change: The Hidden Work of Public Relations (Fitch & Motion, 2021) offers a critical 
account of the broader societal impact of public relations. Dr Fitch is the co- editor for Public Relations Inquiry.  

 
Prema Arasu and Paige J. Maroni: The global distribution, life history, and taxonomic description of the 
common oceanic plastic bag: Plasticus sacculi sp. nov. 
University of Western Australia, Minderoo-UWA Deep-Sea Research Centre 

A marked increase in plastic deposition in the sedimentary record following the end of World War II has been 
proposed as a geological proxy for the Great Acceleration. The prevalence of plastic is now so ubiquitous in the 
environment, especially in oceanic settings, that hydrographical, geological, ecological and biological surveys 
cannot discard findings and observations of plastic. Certain plastic morphologies that are readily distinguishable 
are now being recorded in surveys in the same manner as marine species, known and new, and the extent of 
plastic discards can become part of the substrate, sometimes even forming unique habitats.  

Based on a real observation of a plastic bag on a scientific submersible dive at hadal depths, this presentation is 
a satirical taxonomic description of the oceanic plastic bag, Plasticus sacculi. Plastic is a biogenic material 
derived from ancient zooplankton and algae; however, its abiotic resilience is now one of the world’s greatest 
problems. Drawing upon Haraway’s ecofeminist theory on the formation of trans-genealogical kinships between 
biotic and abiotic actors, we describe the distribution, life history, and phylogeny of the oceanic plastic bag from 
its larval form, “nurdles”, to its final parasitic form as microplastic in the guts of deep-sea amphipods. 

Dr. Prema Arasu is a postdoctoral research fellow in environmental humanities. They are a writer and poet 
interested in the phenomenology of the deep sea. They have an MLitt in Modern and Contemporary Literature 
and Culture from the University of St Andrews and a PhD in Creative Writing from the University of Western 
Australia. Dr. Arasu is interested in how speculative fiction and experimental forms might provide us with new 
ways of talking about and conceptualising the oceans, particularly in the context of the Anthropocene. Their 
approach is interdisciplinary; integrating the methodologies of literary studies, creative arts, environmental 
humanities, philosophy, and science communication. 

Dr. Paige Maroni is a postdoctoral research fellow in genetics. Dr Maroni is a marine molecular biologist with a 
particular interest in invertebrate evolution, systematics, phylogeography and diversity. Within the Deep-Sea 
Research Centre, Dr. Maroni employs molecular tools to understand the evolution and diversity of hadal fauna 
as well as address questions of genetic connectivity by examining the phylogeographic structure of the 
organisms of interest. Her research involves species delimitation, genome sequencing, taxonomy and at-sea 
sample curation. 

 
Joint Paper Session 2 – Mending climate and energy injustices  
 
Tavis Potts & team: Measuring just transitions in energy cities - A focus on Aberdeen, Europe’s ‘oil’ capital 
University of Aberdeen 

The transition to sustainable energy systems necessitates not only technological but also societal 
transformations. For countries shifting away from fossil fuel production, whether for climate justice or economic 
factors, Just Transition has become a central concept for planning and action. Historically derived from the union 
movement, Just Transition emerged with a wider scope aiming to ensure that fairness and inclusivity were 
embedded in transition processes. With many countries adopting Just Transition platforms, the 
operationalisation and measurement of Just Transition poses challenges, largely stemming from a lack of proven 
methodologies and complexity of social, economic and environmental data, as well as the diversity of 
stakeholder perspectives and narratives on contested futures. 

In this paper, we critically review the existing indicator-based approaches for measuring Just Transition, 
identifying challenges in indicator selection, implementation and assessment. Drawing upon a range of case 
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studies, we explore the theoretical frameworks guiding indicator selection and the implications of different 
conceptualisations of Just Transition. We explore a case study of Aberdeen, the UK’s “oil capital” to illustrate 
how participatory research can be used to develop a place-based approach to transition measurement, 
emphasising the importance of community engagement and multi-stakeholder dialogue. Our findings 
underscore the importance of holistic, context-specific approaches to measuring Just Transitions that evaluate 
jobs and skills, poverty and wellbeing, community revitalisation and participatory democracy. We will explore 
how our findings support action, identify diverse perspectives and local realities and highlight the contested 
nature of what is considered ‘just’ in energy transitions. 

Prof. Tavis Potts is a Personal Chair in Sustainable Development and Environmental Governance as well as 
Dean for Environmental Sustainability. His interests include understanding just transitions and the social 
dimensions of climate and energy; marine resource governance and planning; participatory and community-
based approaches to managing natural capital; and the political economy of environmental policy and decision-
making.  He co-coordinates the Just Transition Lab at the University of Aberdeen. 

 
Maureen Boyle & team: Examining the construction of a new actor network and invisible actions in the 
orchestration of consumer energy resources  
Curtin University 

Virtual Power Plants (VPPs) operate by aggregating residential Consumer Energy Resources (CER) and using this 
aggregated CER on energy markets, thus potentially enabling VPPs to provide benefits to aggregators, 
participants, and electricity networks. This presentation shares social research the authors conducted on 
Project Symphony, a VPP pilot in Western Australia that involved the enrolment of energy technologies in 
residential homes to be part of the VPP. Participants of the pilot were informed early in the pilot that their CER 
would be orchestrated, but this term did not convey meaning. Participant responses showed that they were 
confused when orchestration tests occurred, and that orchestration was at times disruptive to daily household 
routines. Actions that occurred through orchestration included constraining of solar generation and export 
during the middle of the day, and the importing of electricity from the grid when solar generation was 
constrained. These actions did not meet the expectations of participants, and our findings illustrate the power 
imbalance that emerged when participants did not have visibility, understanding of, or influence in the operation 
of orchestration across intangible networks and markets. We utilise Actor Network Theory (ANT) to firstly unravel 
how there were attempts at constructing new actor networks and to understand how the VPP, as a new actor 
network was accepted by participants or not. Secondly, we examine how the term ‘orchestration’ obscured the 
actions and decisions made with household CER on the energy market, rendering those actions invisible to 
participants and which this presentation seeks to address. 

Dr. Maureen Boyle is a Senior Research Fellow at the Curtin Institute for Energy Transition. Maureen's 
background is in geography and sustainability and her doctorate looked at the role and influence of transnational 
actors on energy development in Cambodia. Recently, Maureen undertook the social research for Project 
Symphony, a Virtual Power Plant in Western Australia. She also has extensive experience in the energy sector 
nationally with previous roles with ARENA, industry, and the not-for-profit sector. 

 
Donna Houston & team: Repairing places for adaptive futures: Community-led repair work in climate-
affected regions  
Macquarie University 

Community-informed stories and practices of place-based repair are overlooked in responses to natural 
disasters and climate change adaptation in Australian regions. A more comprehensive picture of place-based 
repair work is vital for understanding how communities respond to environmental disasters and develop 
capabilities for climate-adaptive futures. The paper will discuss the capacity of SHAPE (Social Sciences, 
Humanities and Arts for People and Environment) methodologies, including narrative-based and creative arts 
methods (such as shared reading, storytelling, walkshops, photo-diaries and guided conversations), to generate 
insight into how communities impacted by extreme weather events, as well as the slow violence of climate 
change, respond through localised, informal modes of repair. It will draw on place-based work in the Mallee 
region of Victoria, outer-suburban Perth and Lismore in New South Wales, and outline a larger-scale project in 
progress that aims to translate methods and imaginaries of place-based repair as a resilient and climate-
adaptive resource for communities, governments and organisations. This includes new and applied 
understandings of repair and its role in climate affected regions, leading to improved awareness of what 
supports successful place-based repair work, who benefits and who is potentially overlooked.  
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Prof. Donna Houston, Geography and Planning. Her research focuses on environmental justice in climate-
changing worlds; geographies of extinction, and urban planning in more-than-human cities.  She is particularly 
interested in how cultural methodologies such as storytelling, visual methods and cultural memory can be used 
to address current social and environmental challenges.  

Petra Tschakert and Emma-Leigh Synnott: Storying energy precarity, thermal injustices, and visions for 
commoning coolth in Boorloo/ Perth 
Curtin University and Monash University 

Energy precarity epitomizes embodied thermal violence, particularly through institutional and political systems 
where their entanglement with fossil fuel continuity perpetuates complicity and justification of sacrifice zones 
bodies already living with everyday structural disqualification. Recent insights from critical heat studies and 
feminist inroads into weathering point toward the interplay between corporeal thermal suffering and neoliberal 
contexts of emergency management with threshold-driven warning systems that similarly normalise practices of 
exclusion. 

As two privileged wadjelas/white settler colonial women, we aim to make visible and tangible intersectional 
experiences with heat in the captured state of Western Australia, in Boorloo/ Perth, as we ourselves grapple with 
the manifestations of coloniality and climate/energy injustices that amplify differential harm. We offer counter-
hegemonic heat mapping to contest the structures of violence and expandability that negate the daily, corporeal 
struggles of many denizens conveniently kept out of sight in the state’s petro-modernity narrative – rough 
sleepers, people with disabilities and complex health needs, Aboriginal mob, and residents in public housing. 
We reflect on how storying testimonials of personal and embodied harm and repertories of survival skills may 
contribute to inclusive urban heat action planning and more equitable, care-full energy futures. In our positions 
of privilege, we also explore our roles in the work of rehumanizing storytelling as a feminist, decolonial praxis - 
both affective and restorative - to enable imagination and imaginaries of commoning coolth that are centred on 
care, belonging, and solidarity.  

Prof. Petra Tschakert is a human-environment geographer and currently serves as the lead for Curtin’s Energy 
Humanities Initiative.  She conducts research at the intersection of political ecology, climate change adaptation, 
climate and mobility justice, energy precarity, and inclusive governance practices in just transitions. She recently 
led a joint research project with colleagues at IIT Delhi on corporeal experiences with heat stress, intersecting 
inequalities and invisibilisation, structures of violence, and propositions for better weathering as anchoring for 
inclusive heat action planning. She is also part of the WACOSS (Western Australia Council for Social Service) 
heat vulnerability mapping project and the RACE for 2030 Net Zero Precincts project.  

Emma-Leigh (Emma) Synnott is a consultant physician in Rehabilitation Medicine who has worked for the last 
decade at the intersections of climate change, climate justice, and health service provision in strategy, policy, 
research, advocacy, and operational capacities across local, state, and National levels. In addition to her clinical 
and leadership roles in the WA health system, she is a Senior Research Fellow at the Monash Sustainable 
Development Institute (MSDI), the WA Chair for Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA), an active member 
of the Climate justice Union (CJU), and involved in the WA Healthy Environment and Lives (HEAL) Research 
Network – an NHMRC research collaborative that seeks to weave diverse knowledges and research together to 
assist in system transformation for a just adaptation to climate change. 

 
Keynote 4 
 
Chukwumerije Okereke: Reimagining energy futures: Just transitions and transformational climate justice 
for the Global South 
Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu-Alike, Nigeria 

Prof. Chukwumerije Okereke, recognized for his work on global climate and environmental governance, is the 
Director of the Center for Climate and Development. Previously, he was a Professor of Environment and 
Development at the University of Reading where he also serves as the Co-Director of Climate and Justice Centre 
and the Leverhulme Climate Justice Doctoral Scholarship Programme. He led the team that undertook the 
analysis of the adaptation components on African NDCs for the African Development Bank as directed by the 
Climate and Green Growth Division of the Bank. He was the founding Project Manager of the Rwandan Green 
Growth and Climate Resilience Project, which was the first-ever national low-carbon plan in Africa. Currently, he 
is leading a project on assessing and enhancing the capacities of African institutions and policymakers to under-
take a sustainable green economy transition. Professor Okereke is a member of the High-Level Panel for the 
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African Union Green Innovation Framework which is developing a framework that will guide a harmonized and 
integrated transition to a green economy by African Union Member states in line with the Union’s Agenda 2063.  

 
Short film 
 
Perdita Philipps and Annette Nykiel: Macro/Micro/Infra/structures of Collie [location tbd] 
This short film will combine and stretch different timescales to present a recombination of what was, is, and 
what might be, in the Southern Jarrah Forest bioregion surrounding Collie. The aesthetic of the film will include  
in-situ video footage and sound recording by the artists. Archival imagery (forestry, coal infrastructure) will be 
sourced, and analogue photographs will be generated. The artwork will address the culture of recreational 
access-at-all-costs (offroad vehicles, trailbikes, mountain bikes) as a manifestation of ‘material privilege’. We 
want to juxtapose this business-as-usual thinking with the equal parts potential and despair (‘the great 
browning’, ‘forest bleaching’), faced by the more-than-human worlds, that inherently underlie these local 
petrocultures. Prints, fabric and negatives will be transformed by interaction with botanical material, burning and 
burial as part of a strategy of unravelling and re-ravelling. Layering of imagery in the film will echo the complex 
conditions of the ‘everything story’ that our collective futures demand. 

 

Virtual Regional Nodes 1: Oil and hydrogen futures along the Indian Ocean Rim 
 
Adrian Tiong Chiong Yuh, Goi Chai Lee, Ayeni Olumide, and Chua Eldon Chung Han: Sustainable energy 
transition: Exploration in the context of Malaysia's Green Leap and Sarawak's PCDS 2030 
Curtin University, Malaysia 

The global urge for a low-carbon future drives critical discussions on energy transitions, particularly as regions 
maneuver across several complexities in the context of socioeconomic, technological and regulatory aspects. 
The progressive efforts of reducing carbon emissions and the gradual implementation of sustainable energy 
practices are of vital importance. Within this context, Sarawak's energy transition under the Post-COVID-19 
Development Strategy (PCDS) 2030, and Malaysia's Green Leap initiative, offer comprehensive frameworks for 
exploring sustainable pathways. Together, these initiatives focus on carbon emissions reduction, sustainable 
energy adoption and social inclusivity, aligning with broader climate goals while addressing regional challenges 
and opportunities, with PCDS 2030 focusing on Sarawak's regional potential and the Green Leap initiative setting 
a broader national vision for sustainability. The regional node session will commence with a presentation by 
Associate Professor Goi, who will discuss Malaysia's Green Leap initiative - a comprehensive policy framework 
aimed at reducing dependency on fossil fuels and promoting renewable energy integration nationwide.  Professor 
Goi's presentation on the topic of "Regulating for a Green Future: Malaysia's Policy Shift Towards Sustainable 
Energy", will explore key aspects of Malaysia's energy strategy, including existing gaps in implementation and 
potential for strengthening public-private partnerships, policy enforcement, and technological innovation to 
foster a resilient and equitable green energy landscape. Following the presentation, a moderated panel 
discussion will focus on the energy transition within the context of PCDS 2030, in which the panellists will 
provide their insights. Discussion points include the following: 

Social inclusivity and policy regulation in the energy transition: Ensuring that the benefits of energy transition are 
equitably distributed within the country and state is crucial. This segment will explore the social dimensions of 
this transition, focusing on access to clean energy, job creation, and the importance of not leaving marginalized 
groups behind. Potential for renewable energy projects to drive inclusive growth, particularly in rural 
communities, by providing access to electricity, improving living standards, and creating sustainable livelihoods. 
This segment will provide insights into the role of policies in promoting R&D, incentivizing investments, and 
creating regulatory frameworks to accelerate these innovations. The discussion will explore how policies can 
foster public-private partnerships, encourage collaboration, and ensure these technologies are deployed 
responsibly, balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability. 

Sustainable initiatives for a well-balanced energy transition: Examining the socioeconomic challenges and 
opportunities of introducing green energy solutions, with a focus on how cutting-edge technologies like solar and 
hydrogen can uplift local communities and ensure inclusive growth. This will mainly be based on the insights 
from the panellists on how the development pace should be, as well as the regulatory measures to ensure 
smooth transitions. Furthermore, reflecting on Sarawak's rich oil and gas history, this discussion point will also 
delve into the challenges and opportunities of the progressive transition to sustainable energy solutions, as well 
as the prospected future progression of technological advancement. Specifically, the scalability and feasibility 
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of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) initiative will be explored. This offers insights into CCS as a sustainable 
solution for sequestrating carbon dioxide in depleted fields while also raising critical questions about regulatory 
frameworks and possible future developments. 

Dr. Adrian Tiong Chiong Yuh is a lecturer in the Department of Chemical and Energy Engineering. His research 
interests are in renewable energy, enhanced oil recovery, biofuels, biomass valorisation, and photocatalysts.  

Goi Chai Lee is an Associate Professor from the Department of Management, Marketing and Digital Business. 
His research interests include consumer behaviour, internet marketing, sustainable development, big data, and 
educational technology. He is a Professional Technologist (P.Tech/ Ts) of the Malaysia Board of Technologists, 
and a fellow of the Higher Education Academy (FHEA), UK. 

Mr. Ayeni Olumide from Shell Plc is currently responsible for producing assets in Sarawak, Malaysia. He has 
over 20 years of experience in the energy industry across Malaysia, Nigeria and the Philippines. 

Dr. Chua Eldon Chung Han [tbc] 

 
Pon Selvan, Wahidul Biswas, and Mahesh Nagaraj: UAE’s energy outlook and progress towards net zero 
emissions 
Curtin University, Dubai 

The global energy outlook is focused on exploring the future of the energy sector and sharing information and 
ideology about the necessary transitions to achieve climate goals and reduce the impact of modernization on 
climate change. To transition towards a low-carbon economy and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) has announced several measures and promises. UAE has presented its Energy 
Strategy 2050, which aims to considerably increase the utilisation of clean energy sources in the entire energy 
mix, reduce the carbon footprint of power generation, and improve energy efficiency by the year 2050. As interest 
in switching from fossil fuels to renewable energy develops, the UAE has taken important steps to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and address climate change. Critics are anxious about renewable energy's reliability, 
scalability, and economic sustainability, especially compared to fossil fuels' well-established infrastructure. The 
COP28 consortium detailed Paris Agreement goals, including cutting global warming to 1.5°C. It shows that only 
one of 42 indicators is on pace to fulfil its 2030 objective, despite efforts across industries. Electric vehicles and 
renewable energy are growing, but not fast enough. The research calls for rapid acceleration in coal phasing out, 
deforestation reduction, and low-carbon energy investments. However, oil-dependent economies have been 
greatly impacted by the green energy shift. The UAE understands the need to combat climate change and switch 
to renewable energy. Technological advances, legislative frameworks, economic variables, and international 
collaboration will affect the pace and size of net zero emissions progress.  

Prof. Chithirai Pon Selvan is Director of Research and Head of School for Science and Engineering, Science and 
Engineering. His research interests are in the areas of machine design, optimization techniques, manufacturing 
practices, renewable energy, and engineering sustainable development. He is also a Senior Fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy (SFHEA), UK. 

Associate Professor Wahidul Biswas, Deputy Director, Sustainable Engineering Group. He has a Master’s in 
Environmental Technology from Imperial College London and a PhD in Sustainable Futures from the University of 
Technology, Sydney. He has worked in the Energy Program at the Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok where 
he collaborated with researchers from five Asian countries to develop policies appropriate to mitigating different 
levels of greenhouse gases from the electricity generating sectors of these countries.  

Mahesh Nagaraj is a lecturer and holds a Bachelor’s in Electrical and Electronics Engineering and a Master’s in 
Computer Applications in Industrial Drives in Electrical Engineering. His research interests are in the areas of 
nano technology; artificial intelligence and neural networks; electrical power generation; smart and eco-friendly 
systems; and maximum power point tracking for photovoltaic systems.  
 
 
Panel Session 2 – Provocations for change 
 
Tom Rivard & team: Adaptation: Reimagining the post-carbon city 
REALMstudios, Sydney 

“You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change something, build a new model that makes the 
existing model obsolete.” Buckminster Fuller 
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The world, and the ways in which we make our place within in it, are transforming, inexorably, whether we like it 
or not. The civilisational polycrisis challenging business as usual conflates climate volatility, environmental 
collapse, resource depletion, economic inequity and population displacement. Cities are our future, whether by 
choice or obligation. An additional 2.5 billion people (plus climate refugees) will migrate to cities by 2050. If cities 
are to evolve, increasing in liveability and amenity, we need to address the challenges complicit with traditional 
urban form, a product of abundant carbon energy and seemingly limitless resources.  Today’s urban imagination, 
exercised under this promise of infinite growth, has boxed itself into a vision of the city that binds its cultural, 
economic, and social life within escalating cycles of extraction, production, consumption and waste.  

Change IS coming. 

As Bucky aphorised, systems cannot respond to conditions that they themselves have manifest; to have a viable 
future, we need to transform the present so its evolution diverges from present realities.  Ending our civilisation’s 
love affair with the carbon-fuelled, neoliberal script of rampant production is only one obstacle to confronting 
the transformation from carbon modernity.  Bigger than any discipline, it involves transformations in politics, 
economics, infrastructure and ecology.  But the end of A world is not the end of THE world, only the opportunity 
to remake a new one.  In this, the carbon-formed metropolis, the city of consumption, becomes the site for the 
invention of that new world, a multidimensional project in which alternative futures for the city can be created, 
revealing new opportunities for collective human agency. 

This panel will be a conversation on the remaking of the city in the face of the polycrisis, re-imagining its future, 
excavating its past, and building on the ruins of the present. The conversation will explore new roles for 
disciplinary practices, along with new ways of imagining the city, de-coupled from the past, but building on its 
expansive material and operational legacy. Rebecca Solnit writes about the impossibility of either optimism or 
pessimism in confronting our rapidly approaching future, both positions presuming an acceptance of that future, 
whether positively or negatively. Better, she insists, to practice hope, which directly involves us in two acts:  
proactively imagining the future of our cities and directly engaging in the making of that vision. Precisely because 
we can imagine it, we can realise it. In this vision, rather than assuming primacy, urban operations will be 
commensurate with that of natural systems. This future city will be correspondingly multivalent, with equally 
diverse constituents and rich narrative frameworks, illustrating the potential of the urban imaginary in the face of 
global uncertainty, to help us escape the limitations of an extractive mindset, to expand the possibilities of our 
shared future city to use less, while offering us so much more. 

Tom Rivard is an architect, urbanist, futurist, artist and educator, re-imagining the reciprocal relationships 
between cultural, economic and social acts and the built and natural environments in which they thrive. In the 
context of escalating global transformations, he practices responsive urbanism and environmental city-making, 
integrating productive ecologies, diverse communities and regenerative infrastructure. He is a Principal of 
REALMstudios, a climate activist, cultural communicator, design reviewer, creative director and advisor to 
organisations and institutions on futures adaptation. He teaches, lectures and writes widely, believing that a 
future of radical co-existence will only be made by telling better stories. He divides his time.  

 
pvi collective Kelli McCluskey and Steve Bull: The Social License Watchdogs explained 

In August 2024, Boorloo-based artist group pvi collective launched their provocative intervention artwork ‘the 
social licence watchdogs’ - a fictitious corporate regulator that held the fossil energy sector financially 
accountable for its damage to the planet. Five major carbon polluters; Chevron, BHP, Glencore, Woodside and 
Inpex were issued with giant invoices that accurately calculated their social cost of carbon as their true debt to 
society. Totalling billions of dollars, invoices were hand delivered to corporate foyers by ‘the watchdogs’ with a 21 
day payment deadline and were made available for public viewing at the art gallery of WA [AGWA]. The debt was 
calculated using a very real mathematical equation called ‘the social cost of carbon’ which measures the social 
and environmental impact of one additional metric tonne of CO2 released into the atmosphere in monetary 
terms. Upon failure to settle the debt, the watchdogs ceremoniously shredded and revoked each companies’ 
social licence in in dogged pursuit of climate justice. 

The provocation at the heart of the social licence watchdogs was to project our imagination into a future where 
reparative environmental justice is underway and fossil fuel corporations are wedged between two options; pay 
your debt to society or lose your social standing. https://watchdog.pvicollective.com/ 

Hear from co-founders of pvi Kelli McCluskey and Steve Bull as they unpack the creative development process, 
what happened on the day and the aftermath that followed. https://watchdog.pvicollective.com/ 

pvi collective are a tactical media art group practicing in Boorloo/Perth known for creating playfully subversive 
performances and public interventions with a social purpose. pvi gamify pathways towards hopeful futures, 

https://watchdog.pvicollective.com/
https://watchdog.pvicollective.com/
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applying a creative – often humorous – response to critical real-world issues and mobilising audiences to be the 
change they want to see. 

Kelli McCluskey is an award-winning artist and co-founder of tactical media art group, pvi collective. Formed in 
1998 pvi create playfully subversive and participatory artworks that creatively disrupt everyday life in public 
spaces. Their work invites direct participation from audiences who are up for the challenge of saving the world 
through creative play and revolutionary fun. Kelli is a passionate advocate for live art and experimental practice 
and it’s continued growth in this country and is always on the lookout for ways to champion experimental art 
forms in Australia. Kelli regularly speaks on panels, symposia and forums and facilitates playfully participatory 
discussions on the critical role of arts in society.  

Steve Bull is an experimental artist, educator, arts-worker, and commoner. He is co-founder and chief executive 
artist with Boorloo-based pvi collective. His experience spans visual arts, live art, interdisciplinary arts, new 
media, and performance. As a ‘tactical media think-tank’, pvi provides a platform for Steve to release his inner 
rebel, take artistic risks, collaborate, and pay it forward by supporting peers. As an educator and provocateur, he 
has mentored, taught, and lectured across Australia, the UK and Asia including through National initiatives such 
as Spark, Jump and Situate. 

 
Paper Session 4 – Places of extractivism undone/redone 
 
Guy Jackson: The physical and psychosocial hyper-separation between extraction and loss: Insights from 
northern Australia 
Northumbria University, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

There is a growing awareness of the link between fossil fuel use and climate-related losses and damages among 
Australian public. Various national surveys and case study research document increasing concern and demand 
for mitigation and adaptation action. Nonetheless, in my ethnographic research across northern Australia, I 
found several tensions and contradictions in individual and collective subjectivities that problematise this 
discourse of growing concern and demand for action. In this paper, I argue that apart from some specific groups 
(i.e., eco-socialists, Indigenous people), there is a hyper-separation between sites of extraction and fossil fuel 
use and the growing losses and damages. This argument goes beyond typical accounts of construal level theory, 
or psychological distance, by bringing materialist insights from political economy and wider critical theory. A 
complex mosaic of historical memory and relations to society, economy and climate strongly inform people’s 
environmental subjectivities, which conditions how people perceive and understand causality between 
extractivism and loss and damage. Even with concrete manifestations of climate change, such as the death 
spiral of the Great Barrier Reef or increased impacts from king tides, people remain physically and psycho-
socially distant from the root causes, differentiated responsibilities, and ongoing violence to human and more-
than-human existences. I turn my attention to Povinelli’s concept of geontologies and other emergent critical 
theories to understand the limits of late liberal environmental subjectivities. I conclude by resituating this 
analysis in the political economy of climate change, suggesting ways to redress this hyper-separation.    

Dr. Guy Jackson is a Vice Chancellor’s Fellow at the Department of Social Sciences. His research interests cover 
the broad domain of human-environmental relations by examining social, cultural, and political impacts of and 
responses to disasters, climate change, and environmental change. He has undertaken ethnographic research in 
Australia, Papua New Guinea, and Vanuatu and soon on Whiteness, power, and climate change in the UK. 

 
Oscar Metcalfe: Weaving a forever economy with and for Martuwarra Fitzroy River is undermined by 
cumulative extractive impacts 
Charles Darwin University 

With advancing technologies and enduring global demand for commodities, the Kimberley is less protected by 
distance and increasingly seen as an extractive frontier for business-as-usual economic activity and externally-
led development. Using spatial and economic evidence, I offer a situation analysis to illuminate the current and 
a business-as-usual future economy focused on pastoralism, mining, energy and agriculture. An Indigenous-led 
economy focused on Indigenous wellbeing using ecosystem services requires a healthy environment, healthy 
Country and healthy and strong people and culture. Cumulative impacts in the Martuwarra/Fitzroy River 
catchment from the proposed extraction of minerals and energy resources undermines the potential for such an 
ecosystem services approach, for example, through displacement of cultural activities and amenity that 
interrupt people to nature and nature to people ecosystem services flows, even if in exchange for royalties 
(assuming distributed), and through disruption and degradation of ecosystem functions such as degraded water 
quality and disrupted flow regimes, for example, respectively from hydraulic fracturing and dams. The aim is to 
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highlight the cumulative impact of current, proposed and likely activities based on public data (using maps), 
then to suggest possible pathways for alternative or complementary development, led by the existing example of 
the carbon economy in northern Australia, but likely focused on activities in connection to biodiversity and water. 

Oscar Metcalfe’s research is about economic opportunities led by Indigenous people related to Caring for 
Country via co-developing ecosystem service-based economies in northern Australia. His current focus is on the 
Martuwarra Living Waters, as the Fitzroy River, catchment and its communities in the west Kimberley, WA. His 
PhD panel is Kamal Sangha, Jeremy Russell-Smith, Anne Poelina, and Robert Costanza in partnership with the 
Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council. From Jarowair country near Toowoomba, he has worked on climate, land and 
water policy development, mine and riparian rehabilitation, infrastructure construction, engineering, remote 
project operations and post-disaster recovery.  

 
Ria Jago: River-listening as pathway to regenerative living 
Sunshine Coast University 

This presentation features a creative and narrative research approach to convey the possibility of relationality 
and wisdom-seeking from place. Sensing methods will be shared that increase human receptivity to a continual 
River-communication. A practice-based approach will be outlined as a pathway that can be developed by people 
of any background who are looking for ways to listen with place, and to develop their capacity to live in deeper 
relationality. This means to understand that a regenerative paradigm reveals itself to us as we hear and listen 
with place, that gives rise to an automatic sense of protective care. Obligation and belonging arise, which see a 
turning toward a low energy, and low-fossil fuel way of life.  

This research responds to the invitations of Indigenous Elders, and "wild" places, to listen and create with 
them. In doing so, the researcher draws from a range of sensing methods, ancient and new - including 
longstanding zen meditation, song-writing, and nature-writing practices – to ask what River wants known in times 
of ecological crisis. This work supports cultural change, and ultimately a transition out of extractive into 
regenerative models of society.  The literatures of Country-led research, co-operative inquiry, and song-based 
listening will be explored. These apply to places of significant ecological importance, including Marduwarra 
(Fitzroy River) in WA; Balan (Clarence River) in Northern NSW; and the Ganga (Ganges) River (India).  The 
methods and practices, which centre the voices, songs and agency of River, contribute to developing 
processual, non-dual forms of Earth and multi-species justice, and Earth-centric ways of living.  

Marianne (Ria) Jago is a multi-generational Australian of mainly Celtic heritage, completing her PhD (Sunshine 
Coast University, QLD) on listening with Rivers. As a global citizen, Ria has travelled, studied or worked in over 30 
countries, and is researching how Rivers convey their knowings. Ria recently co-published with Wahlurbal 
Cultural Elder Uncle Lewis Walker in the European Journal of Development (Springer). She is a singer-songwriter, 
with qualifications in law, strategic policy, and community development, including a BA(Hons1)/LLB (UQ), and an 
MPhil (Oxon). Former employers include AusAID (Myanmar, Chile); NQLD Aboriginal Land Council; Tassajara Zen 
Centre (USA); and the Women's Legal Service, Victoria.  

 
Caitlin Maling: FIFO FIFO, IT’S OFF TO THE MINES WE GO: FIFO in the poetry of John Kinsella 
Curtin University 

This paper examines how the fly-in-fly-out (FIFO) industry features in the poetry of Western Australia’s most 
prolific poet John Kinsella. From his earliest work, Kinsella has been concerned with the human/extra-than-
human nexus, as well as settler Australian complicity in ecological violence. The impacts of the FIFO industry, as 
well as the extractions industries in general, emerges particularly in his mid-career work anthologised recently in 
Harsh Hakea: Collected Poems 1995-2014 written over the period of the early 21st century mining boom and 
bust. In my paper, I will respond critically and creatively to Kinsella’s rendering of FIFO lives while considering the 
difference in how FIFO has featured in my own contemporary poetry and shaped my poetry practice.  

Dr. Caitlin Maling is a Western Australian poet who grew up in and around Fremantle. She has published five 
books of poetry, been shortlisted in the Western Australian Premier’s Book Awards, received the Marten Bequest 
in Poetry and been awarded the Val Vallis Award, the Harri Jones Memorial Prize and the John Marsden Poetry 
Prize. She specialises in poetry and creative-nonfiction, both the writing and the teaching of. Within this 
specialisation, she is particularly interested in environmental and ecological writing, Western Australian 
literature and contemporary American poetry. 
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Keynote 5 
 
Vigya Sharma: Justice and equity in the energy transition: Incompatible assumptions? 
University of Queensland 

Dr. Vigya Sharma is a Senior Research Fellow with the Sustainable Minerals Institute. She investigates how the 
presence (or absence) of resources impacts development outcomes in host communities and regions. She is 
leading the Centre’s work on fossil fuel transitions, particularly looking at the social, political, and economic 
impacts of fossil fuel phase-out both in Australia and globally. As an engineer with a PhD in the social sciences, 
Vigya has a deep appreciation for interdisciplinary thinking and practice. Vigya has an active service and 
engagement portfolio. She was invited to join the Council of Engineers for the Energy Transition (CEET), 
established at COP27. CEET is an Independent Advisory Council to the UN Secretary-General, to contribute to 
their goal to build a coalition to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, and to support the United Nations' work on 
engineering pathways to achieve global decarbonisation goals by mid-century. Prior to joining CSRM, Vigya was 
based at the Energy and Poverty Research Group (EPRG), an interdisciplinary pan-UQ initiative established to 
support positive social, environmental and health outcomes vital for sustainable and productive livelihoods in 
energy-impoverished communities globally. Vigya led this group's engagement and research in India. 
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Day 3 – 13 November 2024 

Keynote 6 
 
Jeremy Walker: Rehabilitating Rex Connor: Fossil capital, the Dismissal, & the global organisation of 
climate policy obstruction via the Atlas Network 
University of Technology Sydney 

Dr. Jeremy Walker’s work encompasses the conceptual history of the social sciences (e.g. political economy, 
ecological economics, science and technology studies) and of the natural sciences (ecology, energy physics, 
climate and Earth systems sciences). This he contextualises in the world history of globalisation and the efforts 
of democratic, environmental and land justice movements to respond to biodiversity loss and global warming 
through cultural change, energy transition and environmental justice reforms to government policy and 
international relations. His current research focuses on the history of the petroleum industry from the early 20th 
century and of the international networks and organisations assembled by neoliberal intellectuals, activists, 
politicians, media organisations and business funders. His recent monograph More Heat than Life: the Tangled 
Roots of Ecology, Energy and Economics (2020, Palgrave) illustrates the development of the 'twin sciences' of 
ecology and economics was determined by their contradicting interpretations of fossil-fuelled industrial 
capitalism, modern energy physics (thermodynamics) and the Earth system sciences. Dr. Walker is a member of 
C-SERC (Climate, Society and Environment Research Centre) in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences. 

 
Workshops 4 – Bodily and technoscientific imaginaries 
 
Aditya Vyas, Jessie Parish, and Keegan Robertson: Technoscientific imaginaries on the yellow brick road of 
climate change: Choose your own adventure or presage the apocalypse? 
University of Canberra and Curtin University 

Climate change and sustainable development have been viewed as a collective task for humanity since at least 
the publication of the Brundtland Report in 1987. However, the epistemic contribution and practical application 
of different disciplines, professions and practitioners has taken some time to crystallise. As we arrive towards 
the end of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) from 2015 to 2030, organisational responses to the SDGs 
have resulted in some (limited) clarity on the contribution of different disciplines and professions in the 
sustainable development agenda. For instance, organisations such as universities, investment funds and health 
systems are employing sustainability officers, developing sustainability strategies and reducing their 
environmental footprint. However, in the face of the enormous scale, urgency and ambition needed to address 
the climate crisis, we are compelled to ask whether different disciplines, professions and practitioners are 
playing a game of ‘choose your own adventure’ through our organisational responses to sustainability, and 
whether we are presaging the apocalypse by wilfully engaging in incremental action when transformational 
change is needed.  

We will test the hypothesis that our current technoscientific imaginaries are taking us further down the yellow 
brick road to climate disaster; limiting the progress within different disciplines and professions that address 
sustainability; and simply reinforcing the status quo. We use the term technoscientific or sociotechnical 
imaginary after Jasanoff and Kim, as the “collectively held, institutionally stabilized and publicly performed 
visions of desirable futures… supportive of advances in science and technology”. The overall objective is to 
uncover and share our collective technoscientific imaginaries on climate action, viewed through the individual 
lens of each participant’s discipline or profession in sustainable development and climate response.  

This workshop will be delivered using World Café methodology, broken up into three sections. Section 1 (10 
minutes): The authors of this abstract will provide a presentation of the technoscientific imaginary of the climate 
crisis from their own disciplinary backgrounds, as a medical practitioner and a sustainability officer. Section 2 
(30 minutes): Workshop participants will move between three to five tables (dependent on participant numbers) 
in three 10 minute rounds. At each table there will be a table scribe (the authors of this abstract and their team) 
who will remain at one table for the entire workshop, and provide discussion prompts to participants. In each of 
the three 10 minute rounds, participants will (1) share their disciplinary or professional background; (2) identify 
the technoscientific imaginary through which their discipline or profession views the climate crisis; and (3) 
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undertake rapid critical analysis of competing or complementary perspectives on our climate future. Section 3 
(20 minutes): Structured group dialogue will elicit the prominent themes emerging across all tables.  

Dr. Aditya Vyas is a public health physician and Deputy Director of the Healthy Environments and Lives (HEAL) 
Global Research Centre. Adi has worked across multiple health systems in Australia and the Western Pacific as a 
consultant to the World Health Organization on climate resilience and environmental sustainability. He brings 
medical and health system expertise while seeking to work across disciplinary perspectives of petrocultures and 
different visions of energy futures – which will benefit health or result in maladaptation in the Anthropocene era. 

Ms Jessie Parrish is a climate change and sustainability practitioner, and Project Manager for the Sustainable 
Development Goals at Curtin University. Jessie has experience in counselling and assisting organisations and 
communities to reduce their environmental impact. She has worked with multiple local governments to 
strategize approaches to climate change, set carbon targets, accelerate renewable energy installation, and 
engage the community in environmental causes. Jessie is the author of the Curtin’s sustainability strategy and 
serves on the board of the Conservation Council of WA and the Energy Policy WA Energy Expert Consumer Panel.  

Keegan Robertson is a PhD candidate, research and teaching assistant in Economics and Sustainability at 
Curtin University, focusing on the economic and political dimensions of climate change. He uses innovative 
approaches to analyse large datasets and climate impacts on human behaviour. He has contributed to projects 
funded by Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Town of Victoria Park, and the Australian 
Business Deans Council, collaborating with high-level policymakers and stakeholders across 23 Indo-Pacific 
countries on climate priorities. He led a submission to the UN High-Level Expert Group’s work on net-zero 
claims, resulting in media features and an invite to the ongoing Australian Senate Inquiry into Greenwashing.  

 
Paul Pule: Ecologising masculinities in support of truly sustainable future 
MenAlive Australia 

Petrocultures are industrialised and masculinist. They sit at the very core of the human disjuncture from wider 
Nature. This calls for a gendered environmentalism that speaks to the masculinist aspects of the climate crisis 
and more broadly the growing polarisation of humans amongst ourselves and with our world. Accordingly, 
ecological masculinities is an international discourse that stands shoulder-to-shoulder with radical and liberal 
ecological feminist scholarship and activism to address gender inequalities and exacerbating environmental 
decay. In these times of great social and ecological schism, we need to expose the social and environmental 
injustices of our times and from there set boundaries AND find common ground to effectively address the 
problems we face that – ultimately – recognise no borders between ourselves and those who have been 
traditionally Othered. 

Using embodiment practices to address the themes above, I will expose the folly of industrial/breadwinner 
masculinities, the folly of ecomodern masculinities, and support participants to discover- in the felt-sense- what 
an ecologised world can look and feel like. This workshop will be active and participatory. 

Dr. Paul M. Pulé has a PhD in ecophilosophy, gender studies, and social sustainability and works on building a 
sustainable world of masculinities that care for Earth, others, and self. As a research fellow with the University of 
Oregon and Coventry University in the UK, he has conducted grounded theory research applying Theatre for 
Change to ecological masculinities educational pedagogies and has published on (eco)queer ecological 
masculinities through Theatre for Change embodiment pedagogies. He is a founding member of The Starfish 
Collective of educators for change dedicated to developing curricula and facilitating embodied action to bring 
about gender equality and environmental care. 

 
Panel Session 3 – Prefiguring post-petrocultures  
 
Alevgul H. Sorman & team: Renewable societies: Energy transitions and life after fossil fuels 
Basque Centre for Climate Change (BC3) 

The imperative to transition away from fossil fuels has begun to remake the world. Our panel discussion brings 
together authors contributing to a book proposal: “Renewable Societies: Energy Transitions and Life after Fossil 
Fuels (Eds. Nikki Luke (University of Tennessee), Alevgul H. Sorman (Basque Centre for Climate Change), Imre 
Szeman (University of Toronto Scarborough) and Casey Williams (Rice University)). Contributors from within and 
beyond academia will reflect on the new renewable world in the process of being created, even if slowly and 
tentatively. In consideration of our contested energy futures, a key aim of our panel is to question what comes 
after “petrocultures,” while remaining attentive to how the transition to renewable societies remains entangled 
within the imaginaries, infrastructures, and forms of critique constituted (in complex ways) by fossil energy. 
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To this end, we propose a 7x7 format: a series of 7-minute scholarly interventions, corresponding to what a 
renewables transition looks like across 7 key sites: The Bank / Speculations; The Mine / Abstractions; The Factory 
/ Generations; The Grid / Transmissions; The Home / Relations; The Commons / Agonisms; The Dump / 

Remainders. Each key site will cover interventions by one or more key panellists (pre-recorded) delivering one or 
two key messages from ongoing research and/or advocacy work followed by a brief discussion with the co-chairs 
(Alevgul Sorman, Imre Szeman, and Casey Williams) and a Q&A. The objective is to create a dynamic discussion 
and dialogue between authors and the participating audience. 

While our panel mirroring our book proposal “Renewable Societies” does not try to provide a definitive prediction 
of where we will end up, it aims to document the tension between fossil fuels and how a transition to renewables 
and alternative realities made up of new social structures materials, and ideas emerge in real-time. The 
panellists will attempt to interrogate the uncertain space between present-day petrocultures and renewable 
societies yet to fully come into being, undertaking what we describe as interregnal criticism. 

Dr. Alevgul H. Sorman is an Ikerbasque Research Associate at the Basque Centre for Climate Change (BC3). 
Her research scrutinizes energy transitions with insights from human geography, political ecology and ecological 
and biophysical economics, with main interests in energy transformations and metabolism, justice in low-
carbon energy, and dialogues on changing energy frontiers. 

 
Tauel Harper, Glen Fuller, and Ian Buchanan: Embracing the PV/BEV Assemblage: The process of moving 
Australian culture toward sustainable mobility 
Murdoch University, University of Canberra, and University of Wollongong 

Battery-powered Electric Vehicles (BEV) are an important plank in Australia’s plan to achieve its carbon 
reduction goals, but unless the electricity they draw on is sustainably sourced, they will, in fact, cause a net 
increase in CO2 emissions. As a world leader in the uptake of household photovoltaic (PV) panels, Australia is 
very well poised to meet this challenge. If BEV owners power their vehicles using solar power generated by their 
own homes, they will contribute substantially to emissions reduction. This golden alignment presents two 
different challenges: first, it requires households to become energy producers, not just consumers; second, it 
requires a transformation in the way automobility is practiced. This panel interrogates the way Australians are 
negotiating these challenges, paying particular attention to the social and cultural transformations needed to 
attain a meaningful reduction in CO2 emissions.  

Tauel Harper ‘Exploring the PV/BEV Assemblage as an ecosophic object’: With the rise of the distribution and 
efficiency of PV rooftop solar energy, households and communities are presented with the unique capacity to 
become energy producers, rather than consumers for the first time in human history. As such, the development 
of the PV/BEV assemblage presents a unique and important opportunity to reflect on how this assemblage may 
operate as an ‘ecosophic object’ that drives concurrent change in mental, social and environmental spheres. 
This paper will explore how the PV/BEV assemblage might give power back to communities, while also outlining 
the mental, social and policy barriers that inhibit such change. 

Glen Fuller ‘What comes next?: The Ontopower of Elon Musk’s Dark Messianism’: Elon Musk’s celebrity is 
suspended between multiple temporalities associated with apocalyptic ecological catastrophe, technological 
assemblages of the energy transition, and financialised futures. Ontopower is the capacity to manipulate quasi-
cause to herald real effects. Musk’s ontopower is characterised by a charismatic ability to make announcements 
about what comes ‘next’ (even if it does not). The ‘next’ serves as an affective tether affirming the present 
premised on a possible future that may or may not actually happen. Success for Musk fans is manifest through 
market power and gives legitimacy not so much to his ambitious announcements, but the temporality of ‘next’ 
that underpins them. From a critical perspective, what matters are the personal and social tipping points in the 
energy transition that will shape the future.  

Ian Buchanan ‘Affect and the BEV’: Scott Morrison’s campaign jibe against BEVs, that they’d ruin the weekend, 
put affect before reasoned argument – indeed the policy his comments were directed against was identical to his 
own party’s policy. It was a case of asking how would you feel if you drove a BEV, rather than asking whether you 
think a BEV is a rational choice and one that could, arguably, benefit the environment. I will draw on the work of 
Deleuze and Guattari to propose an affective reading of the arguments against BEVs in an Australian context.  

Dr. Tauel Harper is an Associate Professor in Communication at Murdoch University. His research focuses on 
the intersection of expression, technology and communication and he has examined this intersection in 
publications on democracy, education, live music and games. He has authored two books Democracy in the Age 
of New Media (2011) and Media After Deleuze (2016), as well as numerous articles exploring public 
communication and agency. 
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Prof. Glen Fuller leads the School of Communications and Media at the University of Canberra. His research 
expertise is in journalism and media industry innovation, discourse and media events through the lenses of 
communication technology, discourse, and post-structuralist philosophies of the 'event' (Deleuze, Foucault), 
and media and affect (enthusiasm) including in the domain of cycling cultures. 

Prof. Ian Buchanan’s research is in the areas of cultural studies, critical theory, and human geography, in 
Cultural Studies at the University of Wollongong. His main research interest is the application of the work of 
Deleuze and Guattari. He is the author of A Dictionary of Critical Theory (2nd edition, 2018) and the founding 
editor of the international journal Deleuze and Guattari Studies. 

 
Paper Session 5 – Extraction exposés 
 
Alexander Boyd: Their Helicopters no longer sing: Scotland’s artists in a changing petrochemical age  
Curtin University 

Many audiences are familiar with the arresting aerial work of Canadian-Ukrainian photographer Edward 
Burtynsky, or that of American Richard Misrach and his Petrochemical America series. This presentation seeks to 
discuss the work of perhaps lesser-known artists and photographers attempting to document the transitional 
period in which the oil industry now finds itself within. The focus of this talk will be that of the North Sea through 
the perspective of Scottish Artists who live and work in close proximity to the oil and gas fields located off the 
eastern coastline. Among these are voices from within the industry itself, such as Scottish photographer Peter 
Iain Campbell whose works ‘Their Helicopters no longer sing’, ‘Ask the Sea’, ‘Starlings on Fire’ and his ongoing 
‘North Sea’ work focus on the lifespan of oilrigs from construction to decommissioning.  

The work of these photographers will be compared and contrasted to that of artists such as Sue Jane Taylor who 
has spent several decades exploring the links between Industry, the Environment and the role of the artist.  

The talk will look at current projects and ask ‘what is next’ for artists and creatives working in Scotland in an 
environment in which attitudes towards the petrochemical industry form a complex relationship to ideas of 
nationhood, survival, and the environment. 

Dr. Alexander Boyd is an artist, curator and writer who grew up on the west coast of Scotland. His work is held in 
the collections of the National Galleries of Scotland, the Royal Photographic Society, the Royal Scottish 
Academy, the V&A and the Yale Centre for British Art in the US. His first book, St Kilda: The Silent Islands, was 
shortlisted for the Saltire Society First book award. Currently undertaking a 3-year research project at Curtin 
University, his academic interests are concerned with art, conflict and the environment with a focus on the 
Russo-Ukrainian war, ecocide and the effects of war-wilding. 

 
Anya Kuteleva: Crude Exhibits: A cross-cultural analysis of oil museums 
University of Wolverhampton 

Oil museums present narratives, histories, and visions of technology carefully curated by oil companies, the 
state, and communities whose livelihoods are dependent on oil. These museums shape the discourse 
surrounding oil, its extraction, and its role in society. Decoding the representations of oil put forth by these 
museums shows how diverse actors conceive of themselves in relation to oil, their oil histories, and their hopes 
for the future of oil. My paper explores oil museums in Russia (Pavilion No. 25 “Oil Industry” at the All-Russian 
Exhibition Center in Moscow and The Museum of Oil in Perm), Canada (Canadian Energy Museum in Leduc and 
Oil Sands Discovery Centre in Fort McMurray), China (Daqing Oilfield History Museum), and Scotland (Aberdeen 
Maritime Museum). These museums, located in countries with significant oil industries, provide a unique 
opportunity to examine how different cultural, political, and economic contexts influence the portrayal of oil and 
its impact on society. I investigate how these museums construct and convey particular messages about the role 
of oil for the evolution of the state and society and how these messages reinforce and/or challenge diverse 
ideologies associated with petro-modernity. Furthermore, by comparing the approaches taken by museums in 
different countries, I identify common themes and divergences in how oil is understood and represented across 
various contexts. This analysis contributes to a deeper understanding of how oil museums function as sites of 
meaning-making and how they influence public discourse on energy, the environment, and the future of society 
in an era of global energy transitions. 

Dr. Anya Kuteleva is an interdisciplinary scholar whose work connects international relations, development 
studies, energy security, and feminist-informed approaches to politics. In 2022, she joined the University of 
Wolverhampton (UK) as a senior lecturer in International Relations. Previously, she obtained a PhD in Political 
Science from the University of Alberta (Canada) and held a post-doctoral fellowship at the National Research 
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University Higher School of Economics (Russia). She is the author of China’s Energy Security and Relations with 
Petrostates: Oil as an Idea (Routledge 2021) and published articles in leading academic journals, including 
Europe-Asia Studies, Eurasian Geography and Economics, Problems of Post-Communism, European Journal of 
International Security, and Energy Research & Social Science. 
 

Giovanni Perolo: Representing oil: Cinema of extractions and fossil visual culture 
University of Milan 

The imaginative dimension of oil is nearly as profound and manifest as its energy potential: as both catalyst of 
unlimited development and disciplinarian of an infinitely extractable nature, it has shaped and organized ways of 
being and imagining the world. A broad revaluation movement of corporate film practices offers insightful 
displays of oil-related imagery and meanings. The case of ENI cinema, with its exhibition of extractive processes 
and its narrative of exploration and opening new frontiers, reveals the need for the oil industry to detect, visualize 
and interpret underground carbon worlds. Highly reflexive visions, such as Bernardo Bertolucci's La Via del 

Petrolio, also structure crude oil's viscous and ambiguous relationship to visibility. Since images are not 
abstract, supra-historical entities, looking at visions of petroleum in the unique context of decarbonization 
allows us to introduce new assumptions about its current aesthetic, social, and political relevance. The 
suggestions prompted by petroleum cinema will provide an opportunity for a work of visual oil criticism that will 
identify new symbolic material useful for the construction of carbon-free alternatives. Moreover, ecocritical 
attention to visual processes of extractive themes will not be able to overlook the profound connection of 
cinema to fossil capitalism, to rethink the image as ontologically determined by the geological dimensions of 

hydrocarbons. This unforeseen ecology in images will invest the proposal for a visual culture of oil with a 
contemporary political relevance, and a fundamental role in the constitution of an ecological class and the 
contestation of oil energy futures. 

Giovanni Perolo is a PhD candidate in Visual Culture. With a background in Literature, Documentary Film and 
Visual Arts, in January 2022, Giovanni moved to Paris, where he will stay until July 2023, to finalize his master's 
studies and work as an assistant to Parisian photographer Hugues Lawson-Body. Since October 2023 Giovanni 
Perolo has been a doctoral student in visual culture at the University of Milan, under the supervision of 
filmmaker, film historian and curator Marco Bertozzi. Giovanni’s research work focuses on the relationships 
between visual culture and ecological thought through the study of oil as visual matter. 

 
Paul Ugor: American petro-imperialism, violent capitaloscenes and Black eco-poetics  
University of Waterloo 

Drawing and building on recent scholarship in the field of postcolonial ecocriticism and new anthropological 
insights in the field of disaster studies, I examine the ways in which Mbolo Mbue’s recent novel, How Beautiful 
We Were (2021), bears witness to the malevolent complicity between American Petro-imperialism and 
postcolonial autocracy in Africa. I specifically demonstrate the ways in which the novel addresses the 
nonchalant sociopathic activities of transnational oil corporations and their collusion with indigenous political 
elite to animate irreversible eco-social calamities in Africa. Told from the perspective of children turned 
revolutionaries, the novel documents four decades of the struggles of the village of Kosawa with the calamitous 
consequences of the relentless extractive activities of an American oil company, Pexton. Pexton operates with 
impunity in Kosawa, poisoning the land, the bodies of water, and the local inhabitants with noxious chemicals 
and gases, causing high infant mortality rate in the community. But buoyed by the activism and suggestion of 
Konga, the village madman, the village takes the representatives of Pexton hostage, leading to a stand-off 
between transnational forces of oil capitalism and indigenous resistance aimed at protecting their land.  In my 
presentation, I discuss how the novel is an instance of the narrativization of violent Capitaloscenes in Africa, i.e., 
the ways in which African writers are narrativizing the long history of ferocious resource extraction in the 
continent and its traumatic and disenfranchising effects on local populations. 

Prof. Paul Ugor, based in the Department of English Language and Literature, grew up in Obudu, a small town in 
Cross Rivers State, Nigeria, and completed his B.A. in Theatre Studies at the University of Calabar in 1996 and an 
MA in Theatre and Film at the University Ibadan in 2001. He earned my Ph.D. from the University of Alberta in 
2009, specializing in African and Postcolonial/World Literatures. His main areas of research and publishing are 
modern African literature and film, Nollywood cinema, African youth cultures, and Black popular culture. His 
research interests in general are concerned with new social processes in global politics, economy, information 
and communication technologies, cultural representations and everyday life, and the new social responses 
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which these activities elicit from the public domain, especially from marginalized groups like racial minorities in 
the global north, youth, women, and disenfranchised subjects in postcolonial settings. 

 
Short Poetry Reading from Five Hundred Swimming Pools (with Rabbit Poetry, 2024) 
 

Connor Weightman 
Dr. Connor Weightman grew up in Boorloo/Perth and currently resides in Naarm/Melbourne. In 2023 he was 
conferred a PhD from Charles Sturt University for a series of poems titled Five Hundred Swimming Pools 
(forthcoming with Rabbit Poetry), and an accompanying exegesis titled Oil, Long Poetry, and Other Disasters. His 
poetry has previously been published in Australian literary journals such as Cordite, Plumwood Mountain and 
Westerly. In 2021 his poem “Perpetual Cataclysm Machine” was shortlisted in the Newcastle Poetry Prize.  

 
Virtual Regional Nodes 2 – Equity in energy transitions along the Indian Ocean Rim 
  
Gayashika Fernando, Chamila Jayasekara, Mayuri Wijesinghe, Krishnarajah Thewarajah, and Migara 
Liyanage (moderator): Sri Lanka's energy transition: Addressing challenges and shaping inclusive 
renewable energy futures 
Curtin Colombo and Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology (SLIIT) 

Despite historically maintaining a low energy intensity profile, Sri Lanka confronts energy challenges driven by 
rising energy demand, dependence on imported fossil fuels, and its commitment to multilateral environmental 
agreements. Hence, recognizing the transition to renewable energy as the most suitable option, the country 
seeks to maximize the use of its abundant solar, wind, biomass, and hydroelectric resources. The country has 
initiated the Sri Lanka Climate Protection Plan (SLCPP), a roadmap outlining future economic growth and 
environmentally friendly initiatives aimed at reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to net negative levels 
before the mid-century (PSSL, 2022). Additionally, it targets increasing the share of renewable energy in 
electricity generation from 45% in 2021 to 70% by 2030. Achieving this ambitious target requires an aggressive 
approach that addresses all barriers such as policy, technological constraints, and financial limitations. 

The proposed panel discussion aims to foster open dialogue among stakeholders to develop actionable 
strategies for overcoming the obstacles mentioned above and maximizing renewable energy utilization in Sri 
Lanka. Emphasizing inclusivity, equity, and environmental sustainability, it seeks to pave the way for a brighter 
energy future for the country by delving into the historical challenges and current opportunities within the 
country's energy landscape through the exchange of insights and perspectives from diverse stakeholders. The 
outcomes of the panel discussions would also prove valuable for similar developing economies. 

Dr. Gayashika Fernando is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Mechanical Engineering. Her research is on 
energy system modelling for climate policy assessments in Sri Lanka, sustainable energy options for the 
transport sector, and the economic viability of solar PV for domestic applications in middle-income countries. 

Chamila Jayasekera is the Director Research & Development at the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority. He 
was involved in the establishment of the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority (SLSEA) and then served as its 
Head for Energy Efficiency and engaged in national energy efficiency improvement programme implementation. 
He later functioned as the Director (Technical) in the Ministry of Power & Energy and now covers Strategy, 
National Projects, and Research & Development at SLSEA, engaging in renewable energy development planning. 

Prof. Mayuri R. Wijesinghe is in the Department of Zoology and Environment Sciences at the University of 
Colombo. Her research expertise is in two aspects of applied ecology: conservation biology and ecotoxicology. 
This entails the impacts of forest loss, fragmentation, and disturbance of different fauna as well as pollutants 
such as heavy metals, pesticides and herbicides and (sub)lethal damage they cause in species. She has served 
as an ecologist and biodiversity specialist on diverse national projects, including on renewable energy.  

Prof. Migara Liyanage is a Professor in Mechanical Engineering SLIIT and currently also Head of Department. He 
obtained his PhD from Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada, after a Master’s from the Asian Institute 
of Technology, Thailand, specializing in energy economics and planning. His current research is on energy policy 
analysis, energy systems modelling, renewable energy systems, and industrial energy.  

Krishnarajah Theverajah, with a Master of Arts in Sociology, brings >15 years of experience in development 
projects and more than a decade in social safeguards. They specialize in social impact assessments and 
resettlement planning, with expertise in renewable energy projects, including solar and wind power, in Sri Lanka. 
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Krishnarajah's work emphasises balancing environmental, social, and economic priorities, making their insights 
invaluable to discussions on Sri Lanka's energy transition. 

 
Julius Butime, Teddy Nalubega, and Gabriel Dinda: Contested energy futures in Kenya and beyond 
Strathmore University, Nairobi 

[abstract tbc] 

Dr. Julius Butime is Dean of the School of Computing and Engineering Sciences. His research encompasses 
artificial intelligence, computer vision, and engineering education as well as renewable energy business 
incubation and implementation of the SDGs in engineering practice.  

Teddy Nalubega is an electrical engineer with a Master’s in Renewable Energy and now doing a PhD. She co-
ordinates renewable energy projects at the Energy Research Centre. Teddy installed a Pico hydropower system in 
Uganda’s Rwenzori Mountains, is a trainer for solar PV courses, researches gender equality and social inclusion 
in the energy sector and quality assurance in clean cooking technologies, mentors young female engineers, and 
has worked with the public and private sector in Kenya and Uganda. She is a founder member of the Women in 
Sustainable Energy and Entrepreneurship cooperative society and the association of professional engineers.  

Gabriel Dinda is a Doctoral Fellow at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences. He is pursuing a PhD in 
Climate Change and Adaptation and teaches in Applied Philosophy and Ethics. He is a passionate writer 
engaging with rural communities and their stories. His research includes PayGo solar home systems in Homa 
Bay County, bordering Lake Victoria, and concerns, bottlenecks, and social anxieties regarding their adoption.  

 
Workshops 5 – Human/more-than-human journeying 
 
Aimee Smith: Building Bridges: A facilitated action-based session  
Curtin University 

Petrocultures 2024 asks us to dance with the “distances, struggles, dynamics, and resistances characterising 
the reproduction of petrocultures and different visions of energy futures”. How do we navigate these contested 
energy futures? How do we better support fair, compassionate energy future conversations, negotiations and 
decision making? How do multiple stakeholders embark on co-designing just energy futures together? As we 
necessarily work together through contested ideas and implement untested solutions, we must harness the 
skills to be able to listen well, to communicate clearly, to be able to navigate through conflict, and to collaborate. 
So often the narratives around sustainable issues, such as the energy transition, are focused on technological 
solutions. Increasingly, however, there is greater recognition of the ‘human’ side of these challenges - the need 
for greater social, interpersonal and communication skills in navigating these wicked problems.  

In this session, participants will be guided through several interactive activities based on practices emerging 
from methods and frameworks such as Theory U, the Inner Development Goals, and other traditional and 
contemporary practices of connecting to self, to others and to Country as necessary groundwork to just decision 
making, co-creation processes and transformation of systems. Over years of practice at the intersection of arts, 
community and sustainability, I have built on a rich lineage of practices to develop a suite of group-based 
activities as tools for ‘building bridges’ in this space of sustainable futures. I offer these to participants in this 
session as part of navigating our contested energy futures together. 

Aimee Smith is a sustainability and climate change researcher, communicator and practitioner who has worked 
at the intersection of climate change, sustainability, creativity and community for 20 years - across government, 
business, not-for-profits and education. With a Master in Sustainability and Climate Policy, as well as a WAAPA 
graduate and award-winning choreographer and dance artist, Aimee is particularly passionate about the power 
of culture, storytelling, community building and radical collaboration in creating a more just, sustainable and 
beautiful future for all of us. 

 
 
Ria Jago facilitator: Organic, self-made journeying outside 
 
This impromptu session provides an opportunity to reconnect with the world outside the Library building. 
 
 
 

https://sces.strathmore.edu/
https://serc.strathmore.edu/
https://wiseeafrica.org/
https://wiseeafrica.org/
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Paper Session 6 – Speculative culturing 
 
Sophie Hartley: Speculative carbon cultures: Regenerative finance and climate action 
RMIT/Commons Social Change Library 

As the ecological crisis brought on by climate change deepens, diverse groups are turning to new tools and 
technologies to support and engage their visions for the future. One such group is the Regenerative Finance or 
“ReFi” movement, who use blockchain technology towards climate action. Members of these ReFi communities 
see a need to redefine contemporary understandings of value, finding new possibilities for connecting economic 
value with ecological value. For ReFi projects this often works through market-based measures, aimed at 
internalising the costs of environmental damage within economies. For the participants within these programs, 
they are deeply personal, offering them the opportunity to reimagine their relationships to energy and climate 
futures. Critics of ReFi, however, see that, instead of pointing towards new, more equitable and participatory 
futures, by prioritising market-based understandings of value, ReFi further locks ecological systems into 
capitalist structures of extraction, perpetuating trends towards carbon financialisation. 

This paper draws on energy and carbon cultures literature to introduce the concept of “speculative carbon 
cultures”. Speculative carbon cultures hold a tension between two contradictory forms. On the one hand, there 
is the speculative practice of imagining alternative carbon futures, creating change through new energy 
imaginaries. On the other hand, this framework draws attention to how the carbon cultures of market 
speculation, financialisation and datafication have dominated climate governance to date. Drawing on a series 
of interviews with ReFi participants, throughout this paper, I explore this tension through a detailed case study 
of the Regenerative Finance movement. 

Sophie Hartley is a researcher at the Commons Social Change Library, where she works on the Movement 
Monitor project, helping to measure the impact of the Australian climate movement. In addition to this Sophie is 
a PhD candidate in the School of Media and Communication, RMIT University, having submitted her PhD for 
examination in April 2024. She is a PhD member of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Automated Decision-Making 
and Society, and the Digital Ethnography Research Centre (RMIT). Sophie’s research explores climate activism, 
with a particular focus on how climate activists intervene in environments that are increasingly influenced by 
automated technologies. With a professional background as a community organiser in human rights and social 
inclusion organisations, Sophie’s research interests include social movement studies, cultural studies, climate 
activism, human rights, posthumanist theory and digital politics.  

 
Antje Jacobs: Multispecies energy futures: Re-Thinking energy through speculative design  
KU Leuven & University of Melbourne  

This creative paper presentation introduces the BioFutures Lab, a three-day participatory research-creation 
event that took place in April 2023. The event brought together a transdisciplinary group of 21 young scholars to 
co-design futures imaginaries about multispecies energy and connectivity. The BioFutures Lab drew on a living 
lab methodology combined with speculative design practices. Living labs present an active participation process 
in which multiple actors come together to co-create new strategies suitable to approach complex challenges, 
aiming to foster citizen-centered, sustainable, and innovative developments (Bergvall-Kareborn & Stahlbrost, 
2009; Björgvinsson et al., 2012; ENoLL, 2023). We combined this with speculative design practices in which 
futuristic scenarios and prototypes are created to speculate and debate about preferable futures (Dunne & Raby, 
2013). This resulted in the co-creation of five speculative designs and fictional narratives about energy futures. 
While some participants focused on the creation of speculative material artifacts and infrastructures (e.g., a 
telecommunication system involving mycorrhizal networks, channelling energy from aurora borealis, and the 
development of electric skinwear with algae), others were more invested into imagining alternative ways of living 
and being in sustainable societies (e.g., a low-energy urban environment, and a sustainability-based app).  

In this presentation, I discuss the BioFutures Lab and the potential of participatory and creative practices in 
research to tackle existing and emerging challenges. I suggest that such research-creation events focusing on 
speculative thinking enable us to question current paradigms, dominant energy and climate discourses, and 
proposed solutions while fostering alternative ideas, imaginaries, and perspectives.  

Antje Jacobs is a joint-PhD candidate at KU Leuven and the University of Melbourne, in the faculties of sociology 
and education. She has a background in Art Studies and Science and Technology studies. Her scholarly work 
bridges the arts and the sciences, exploring the complexity of knowledge creation that also involves creative 
practices and citizen engagement. In this context, her research explores climate change through creativity, 
focusing on speculative and multispecies worldbuilding. As a creator, she has presented artistic work at Ars 
Electronica Festival (2023), IMPAKT Festival (2023), and the International Symposium on Electronic Art (2024).  
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Alicia Wheatley: ‘Other Possibles’: Methods for embracing transcontextual systemic change 
Curtin University 

How might orientations towards multiple desirable futures be harnessed, when life, struggles, and visions are 
experienced in diverse ways? Which voices are included in designs for transitions, and what is able to be said? 
The anthropologist and activist-researcher, Arturo Escobar, has devoted his life’s work to such questions about 
the politics of the possible. He calls for us to ‘imagine possibility differently’, beyond the hegemonic positioning 
of one world, one real, and one possible (Escobar 2020, x). If the petroculture polycrises being discussed 
throughout this conference are also crises of injustice, context, and meaning, which participatory methods 
might be useful in response? In this presentation, I put the Three Horizons framework into conversation with 
decolonial and post-development literature and practices, while leaning upon my experiences with Warm Data. 
By engaging this method for context-driven discussions about the complexity of dominant systems, alongside 
the ways that transitions and future states are imagined differently, an opportunity arises to surface underlying 
assumptions and value systems—and, hopefully, nuance multiple paths forward.  

Dr. Alicia Wheatley is an anthropologist who was recently awarded her PhD at Charles Darwin University. Her 
research explores the intersections of culture, politics, and ecology, integrating ontological design theory, living 
systems thinking, decolonial theories such as ‘the Pluriverse’, and complexity methods to explore possibilities 
for systemic change. She has a keen interest in themes of justice and understanding what it means, and takes, to 
sustain lives and futures in their differences.  

 
Duke Dunham: Carbon futures: Spatial imaginaries of recarbonization  
Harvard Graduate School of Design 

Humanity is experiencing a period of social impasse preventing the rapid energy transition necessary to address 
the climate crisis. Climate policy has been centered around the global decarbonization of both our economy and 
the environment. Decarbonization has given us a definition of carbon as a resource to be extracted rather than a 
natural element that needs to be replenished. The oil industry has the greatest potential and largest capacity to 
implement change and we have put them in an impossible position with no way out. This rapid transition needs a 
new spatial imaginary for the oil industry, one of regeneration and production rather than extraction and 
consumption. The transition to a future of both extreme oil (Global South) and decarbonization (Global North) is 
going to open up opportunities across the globe for us to imagine a new relationship between oil and the 
environment. In my proposed presentation, I will discuss the impact of phytoremediation as a method to 
recarbonize and therefore reimagine the agency of the oil industry in this period of transition. This new future for 
sites of oil refinement tells a story of production and regeneration through restoration of historical ecologies. 
These new spatial imaginaries force us to deal with the contested histories of oil and the environmental damage 
that has been caused in the quest to develop.  

Duke Dunham is an Architect and Urban Designer. Holding a Bachelor of Architecture (BArch) from the 
University of Southern California and a Master of Architecture in Urban Design (MAUD) from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design. Duke is currently a Doctor of Design candidate at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Design, where he is researching new forms of governance to guide the transition to a post-oil future. Duke is 
currently a finalist for the Druker Fellowship where he is proposing that a post-oil society requires new forms of 
representation that frame the transition through its potential rather than its loss.  

 
 
Keynote 7 
 
Naomi Godden, Wilman Elders James Khan and Phil Ugle, Stevie Anderson, Yayla Parking, and Kiesha 
Beasley: A just transition for Collie that leaves no one behind 
Edith Cowan University, Wilman Boodja, and the Climate Justice Union 

This collective keynote involves a group of people involved in the project A just transition for Collie that leaves no 
one behind. James Khan and Phil Ugle are Wilman Elders who live in Collie, Stevie Anderson, Jayla Parkin and 
Kiesha Beasley are Collie community members, and Naomi Joy Godden is a Vice-Chancellor’s Research Fellow 
at Edith Cowan University’s Centre for People, Place and Planet. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


